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Our Easter Acclamation:  
“The Lord be with you.”

“And also with you!”

Sign up to access the Good Sam directory 
Online worship during Covid shut down.

Family Ministry Christmas Special

Pre-recorded Gospel reading

The very talented Gary Gress



Welcome
Very Rev’d Richard Morgan, Rector

3

Good Samaritans worshipping together while apart

Richard and Ruth: Reading, Reflection & Prayer

Preaching through the pandemic

2020 was probably the strangest year any of us can 
remember living through. From hoping that we would be 
‘back in church by Easter’, it gradually dawned on us that the 
pandemic was going to stretch out much longer than that.

We were in the middle of getting ready for our next Dinner 
and a Question event and planning for a series of ‘Get on our 
Lawn’ summer events when it became clear that those were 
going to have to go on hold for the time being. We moved to a 
theme of ‘Deep Calls to Deep’ - taking the opportunity to go 
deeper in our personal spiritual lives. I’d still encourage you 
to take that opportunity as we walk through what remains of 
the pandemic in 2021.

I’m tremendously grateful to all the staff and countless 
volunteers who kept us doing ministry throughout 2020. 
You will read about some of their work in this report. I’m 
particularly grateful for Charlene’s work leading the Food 
Closet and transitioning that ministry to a drive through 
with increasing demand and a reduced number of volunteers 
and for those volunteers who have been able to keep going. 
But that is simply one among many examples.

My prayer for us in the coming year is that we continue to 
grow in the Lord, and continue to reach out to one another 
to build the bonds of affection and depth of christian 
community that we treasure,

Richard

Getting ready for Food Closet drive through distribution



Worship and Prayer
Very Rev’d Richard Morgan, Rector
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The Definas in The Family Ministry Christmas Eve Special

We needed to learn to do worship online in 2020. While 
that is not the best way to worship together, it has certainly 
become a necessary one! I would like to thank Craig Russ, 
Tom Connett and Scott Hoffman among other technical 
volunteers who have kept us going and stepped up to all the 
technical challenges. Their work is unseen but essential. Do 
thank them if you have the opportunity.

We engaged Ruth and Frances Morgan in our livestream. 
Many of you spoke warmly about Frances’ participation in 
particular. We have worked hard to think about the best 
format for worship and how to engage everyone in a real 
experience of worship from home.

In the fall we held a Sunday afternoon evensong for three 
months. The attendance was very low in person, although 
there were more who tuned in online. We decided to move 
to a monthly evensong in 2021 and to see how that goes in 
terms of engagement. It is a beautiful service.

Mid-week, Ben and I started a daily devotional - now known 
as ‘Reading, Reflection and Prayer’ from the beginning of 
the pandemic. Many of you have spoken warmly of this. I’m 
grateful to Ben and to Ruth for their participation in this.

John and Marcia led weekly evening prayer and that has 
been much valued by those in attendance.

The Good Friday and Christmas Eve YouTube services 
with choral music were both beautiful. Thanks to Rick for 
pulling those off. The Family Ministries Christmas special 
was excellent - thanks to Jonathan Hobbs. If you haven’t seen 
it, you should really take a look.

It has been a story of creativity and initiative-taking by a 
whole host of people and volunteers. While I am looking 
forward to meeting in person with the whole church family, I 
am sure that many of the lessons that we have learned will be 
valuable in the future.

Our pastoral ministry has been strong, and I have 
appreciated the weekly prayer intercession emails that Susan 
Starke has been sending out. If you would like to be included 
on that distribution so that you can pray throughout the 
week for our church family, do ask her to add you to the list.

In person prayer ministry and our monthly healing service 
were suspended throughout most of 2020 and we look 
forward to getting those moving again in the fall of 2021 or 
sooner, God willing.

Richard and Ben: Reading, Reflection and Prayer

Marcia Wilkinson preached at the 9:00am Live Stream



Music and the Arts
Richard Zuch, Director of Music
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Good Samaritan’s socially distant quartet

Margot Capps’ solo at the Christmas Eve service

Oy! What a year it has been!! From January through March 
the Adult choirs (remember them?) sang at all 9:00 and 11:00 
(chapel) services. From Holy Week through the first week 
of November soloists provided anthems for the 9:00 services 
and from September through November the quartet sang an 
Evensong service at 4:00 each Sunday afternoon. 

Our Good Friday service was a pre-recorded service 
with the quartet providing several anthems between short 
meditations. We also pre-recorded our Christmas-eve service 
which was a modified service of Lessons and Carols with 
Colin Hanna reading the lessons and Fr. Richard giving the 
sermon. A vocal octet provided several carols and anthems.

We continue to be blessed to have Gary Gress as our 
organist/accompanist. His artistry enhances our worship 
every week. He truly is a blessing!

We had to say good-bye to two of our soloists in 2020. Our 
tenor, Phil McClelland, retired at the end of last season. Our 
bass, Matthew Fleisher, moved to Baltimore to attend law 
school. We miss them both!

The Dance Choir rehearsed as the rules allowed, with a 
socially-distanced temporary rehearsal space in Walton Hall. 
Teens enjoyed times of much needed fellowship borrowing 
the college ministry’s outdoor fire pit “commons”. While 
the normal Christmas concert was impossible, the dance 
ministry presented a mini-concert with only immediate 
family on site while grandparents and friends joined via 
live stream - including from Colorado, Georgia and even 
Scotland! 

A praise band provided pre-recorded songs for our 9:00 
services through November and the New Chapel band 
provided music each week for our 11:00 service.

We look forward to worshipping together in person 
once again as we pray for an end to the Covid-19 virus. We 
also pray that during this time of upheaval to our routine 
schedules we would become closer to our Heavenly Father.

Gary Gress: organist/accompanist

New Chapel band provided worship music at 11am

The Dance Choir’s Virtual Christmas Concert



Newcomers and Membership
Jeanne Lomanno, Office Manager and Assistant to the Rector

Baptisms
Elizabeth Cooper
Ambrose Sioma
Logan MacIntyre
Amelia Rodrigues
Gavin Rosen

Confirmands
Jonathan Hobbs

Marriages
Heather DeRafelo & Joseph Caramanico
Wendy Jann & Michael Harrison
Anastasia & Colin Jones
Juliet Ramsey & Danny Kuhn
Emily Holl & Jon Hoppe
Anna Van Deventer & Colin Burdin
Hayley Schien & Ian Wright
Ashley Henderson & Nickolaus Vondohlen
Maygan Henzie & Miles Crockett

Burials
Susan Richardson
Peg Gledhill
Christine Steege
Joseph Fish
Gordon Grove
John Hitchcock
Joseph Hawley
Mary Waters
Shirley Thompson
Cliff Urban
Georgia Crowell

Elizabeth Cooper
Ambrose Sioma
Logan MacIntyre
Amelia Rodrigues
Gavin Rosen
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Emily Holl & Jon Hoppe’s wedding during Covid

Welcome New Members 
(and Newly Official Members)!

We were able to have a wedding shower  
for Anna in June



Connecting (Parish Participation)
Rev’d John Whitnah, Senior Associate
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Chaz Howard spoke on Ruth & Naomi

Most of us remember the old nursery rhyme, complete 
with hand motions: “Here is the church, here is the steeple. 
Open the doors and see all the people.” Additions and 
modifications throughout the years include: “Here is the 
pastor going upstairs and here he/she is saying their prayers” 
or “The doors are wide open to welcome all people.” With a 
year of experiencing Covid, we might end the rhyme with 
“Open the doors, where are the people?” 

To put it another way, this past year has been a time of 
reflecting and acting on the question, “How can we BE the 
church while we can’t GO to church?” We have all had to 
navigate a rapidly changing landscape numerous times, 
learning new ways to gather informally and formally. Our 
stated parish mission of Connection has presented new 
challenges and opportunities during the past year for all our 
ministries and programs. Most have successfully navigated 
the pivot from meeting in person to meeting virtually. That 
includes the nearly 20 small groups that meet throughout the 
area for study, prayer, and fellowship. Affinity Groups such as 
Daughters of the King and Retired & Retired have continued 
to meet regularly via zoom. The pivot also includes the 
Women’s Ministry (i.e., Insight Bible Studies) and the Men’s 
Ministry (i.e., Chaz Howard’s talk on Ruth & Naomi, and 
the retreat day on Joseph), as well as several short courses 
(i.e., Chris Hall on “Resilience,” Nina and me on “Finding 
Rhythm”) which have all been virtual. 

Perhaps the most obvious way we have tried to stay 
connected with each other this past year was the intentional 
effort to phone everyone in our parish database during the 
summer months. Literally thousands of phone calls were 
made, and the most common responses included “thank 
you very much for your phone call” and “your call came at 
just the right time.” Since this past fall, we have concentrated 
on trying to “reach out and touch” (via phone) those in our 
parish who are most vulnerable and isolated.

We have also stayed connected to each other through such 
zoom events as: weekly Coffee Hour after worship services 
during the summer; weekly Evening Prayer; Thanksgiving 
Day service; Advent Quiet Morning. In addition to these 
gatherings, I have written a weekly letter since March to 
ministry leaders throughout the parish with the aim of 
providing encouragement as we all navigate these difficult 
times. 

Writing to the church of the Thessalonians, St. Paul 
described his ministry as one of “encouraging, comforting, 
and urging” (I Thess. 1:12). Those three words seem to 
crystalize precisely what it means to Connect with each 
other, whether as long-time members or relative newcomers. 
To put it another way, “Behold, how they love one another” 
is a powerful descriptor of the early church. I trust that will 
continue to be true of our own wonderful parish in increasing 
measure as we move into the future together.

Chris Hall spoke on “Resilience”

Staff, Vestry, Bible Studies  
all met via Zoom



Pastoral Care in the time of Covid
Susan Starke, Parish Nurse
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds ...” 

Hebrews 10:23-24 
When I look over my pastoral care log from 2020, it reflects 

the year as it unfolded. Many notations for two months of 
regular visits, phone calls and contacts. Meetings with Caring 
for Caregivers and the Family Mental Health Support group 
monthly. Lots of opportunities to care for and pray with 
parishioners in person.

And then. You know. The cancellations began. The crossing 
out, the rearranging, as we all tried to figure out what was 
coming and for how long. 

So the rest of 2019 was reinventing, in a way, how to 
provide care, and the ministry of presence without being, 
you know, present. My log becomes full of post-its with list 
after list of telephone calls. Pastor Marcia Wilkinson and 
Father John Whitnah and I worked to co-ordinate staying in 
contact, especially with those who lived alone or were facing 
additional challenges of illness or surgery. 

In June, with Father Richard’s encouragement, and Jeanne 
Lomanno’s lists from our database, we worked with the rest 
of the staff to try to reach out to every parishioner several 
times over the summer months. Those calls helped us stay in 
touch and to help those particularly in need, and to connect 
with those who were managing alright. I was also heartened 
to be able to meet in person with many parishioners, usually 
outside on their patios or porches. (BYOC: I brought my own 
chair!) I was also able to make many “window visits” with 
parishioners in rehab facilities. When skilled nursing facilities 
allowed, I was able to see some parishioners in controlled-
space conference rooms on site. Sadly, those opportunities 
came to a close with the fall/winter temperatures and the rise 
of infections.

The Caring for Caregivers group has continued to meet 
monthly, sometimes outside in person, and otherwise on 
Zoom. They have been a great support to one another.

Pastor Marcia has been tireless in calling and sending 
out notes to many parishioners. (Barb Hohorst has created 
some beautiful cards for us to send) Marcia also put together 
a care package in December for dozens of people, that had 
treats and cookies and other surprises. Many thanks to all 
the bakers of the cookies, and to Susan Gingrich, Louise 
Wennberg and Trish Steege who assisted Marcia and Norm 
and me in the delivering.

The Meals Ministry still managed to assist parishioners 
when needed, wonderfully organized by Kathy Campbell 
and Jessica Cardwell. 

The weekly Intercessory Prayer emails became an even 
more vital means for parishioners to stay in touch and 
support and pray for one another.

I am grateful for all those parishioners who worked to 
reach out more intentionally to their small groups, their 
pew families and other parishioners while we could not 
fellowship in person with one another. I look with hope to 
2021, to the time when we may all truly see and be with one 
another again.

Susan visited Kitty Steele, Marion McCreary  
and Bill Faulkner at Freedom Village

Visiting Pat Richey at Tel Hai



Mission Partnerships and Our Local Community
Keith Dodd, Missions Committee
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Like most organizations, 2020 was a challenging year for 
the Good Samaritan Missions Committee. We were affected 
not only by the restrictions and parameters of the pandemic, 
but also by leadership changes. At the beginning of March, 
the chair changed from Keith Dodd, who had served in that 
role for three years, to Justin Crawford. Around the same 
time, the clergy representative changed from John Whitnah 
to Ben Capps. In August, Justin resigned from the committee 
and as chair. Ben Capps assumed the role of chair through 
the remainder of 2020. 

During 2020, the missions committee operated with a 
budget of $235,800 (a seven percent increase from 2019), 
with $215,533 designated for supported local, national, 
and worldwide ministries. Later in the year, after looking at 
budget realities and projections for the future – and impacted 
by availability of funds due to the pandemic – the committee 
decided that the current budget was not sustainable for the 
future, and that we needed to make significant changes. 
Rather than simply reduce the financial support for all 
twenty-five supported ministries, we decided that we needed 
instead to reduce the number of supported ministries and 
target fewer ministries with significant support.

In 2019, led by Helen Hartman, we had started the 
SWOT process employed earlier by the Vestry (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats). Continuing that 
in 2020, we tried to use some of the outcomes of that process 
to help us identify how many ministries we thought we could 
financially support, and how we might winnow the existing 
number, and target certain ministries. The committee, first 
as individuals, then as a total group conducted a rating 
exercise to rank our existing ministries based on criteria that 
has been used in the last few years to determine funding. 
(Congregational interest and involvement, Ministry 
accountability, Importance of our financial support, and 
such.) We made the difficult decisions about which ministries 
might be cut and which ones recommended for funding 
increases, as later in the year we would propose a realistic 
budget based on projected income and sustainability. This 
will be finalized when the Vestry reviews our proposed 
budget for 2021 in February.

Under Justin’s brief leadership, we also solidified the 
structure and procedures for our overall committee and 
its advocacy with supported ministries. Much had simply 
evolved over the years, with little documentation of 
structure and built-in accountability. This resulted in a better 
understanding of the committee’s work not only for the 
members themselves, but also for understanding within the 
church. Dwight Wilson also attended our March meeting to 
give us a better understanding of how the mission committee’s 
budget fits within the total missions and outreach budget of 
the entire church. This also helped us prepare a more realistic 
budget for 2021.

In 2020, the committee met monthly other than April and 
August. Beginning in May, all meetings were conducted 
via Zoom. In general, reaction to these video meeting was 
positive. In March, we also started to include in each meeting, 
an extended time (approximately 30 minutes and guided by 
Jane Balsan) to pray for missions in general and focus on 
the needs for two or three specific ministries. Committee 
members were: Jane Balsan, Fred Barasa, Justin Crawford 
(who resigned in August), Keith Dodd, Reuben Garrett, 
Helen Hartman, Kevin Hicks, Cheryl Hutchinson, Steve 
Prible (who resigned in the fall), Robin Smith, Rev. John 
Whitnah (who was replaced in the summer by Ben Capps), 
and Debbie Volk.

HELPS Ministry was able to continue during covid

Ninos con Valor smiles

St James Welcome table



Good Samaritan Day School
Barb Condit, Director
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Wow, what changes we have gone through in 2020!

We opened in September in-person with about half 
the usual enrollment. New routines included a staggered 
opening, temperature-taking and frequent hand-sanitizing.

Many teachers opted out of teaching for COVID 19 reasons 
this year, but hope to return in the next school year. We are 
grateful to have teachers who are willing to teach without any 
breaks this year, as we cut our special jobs. We have thirty-
one staff members.

We continue to follow the guidelines of the Chester County 
Health Department and the CDC. Everyone must wear 
masks all day. Social Distancing in the pre-school setting is 
defined as a pod. Children do social distancing during snack 
time when masks are not being worn. Children cannot be 
mixed with other children from other classes so only one 
class may be on an individual playground at a time. Tad did 
an awesome job dividing our playgrounds so four classes 
could use the space at a time. He also created some other 
outside fenced areas so our gym, music and library could be 
held outside in fresh air.

Parents are keeping children home with a cough and 
congestion as well as a fever and other symptoms. We have 
not had any child or teacher to contract the virus. Praise God!

We ask for continued prayers, please, as the second half of 
this school year begins. We are on a few lists to receive the 
vaccine in the next couple of months as we are in group 1B.

Once again, we are grateful for a strong base of parent 
volunteers who work hard to help support the school in so 
many ways. Even though parents are not permitted in the 
building, they are working hard to fundraise for our school. 
We offered a Giving Tree this Christmas where parents 
bought items for specific classrooms. Over $5,000 was raised. 
Fall Twice is Nice and our weekly pretzel sale were canceled 
due to the virus.

We have a total of 139 children enrolled this year. This 
includes two January start two-year-old classes and one 
three-year-old class this year.  

The Day School is governed by a Board of vestry members, 
parents, church and community members and the Director 
of the Day School, in which Ben Capps is the President. We 
are grateful for the support and service of these members.

We continue to have In-Service days to educate our teachers 
on various topics of interest. This Fall Distance Learning was 
our training.

I am honored to be serving in our church at our school. For 
Day School information email Barb at barb.condit@good-
samaritan.org.

Day School Chapel with masks

Gym class outside



Family Ministries
Jonathan Hobbs, Director of Family Ministries
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We should start by saying that in 2020 changed the meaning 
of Good Samaritan Family Ministries! Specifically, we 
reorganized “Family Ministries” to include both Children’s 
AND Youth Ministries. 

Good Sam Kids online became our weekly Sunday school 
starting in early April and continued through the summer. 
“Miss Anna” did a fantastic job as the host; we were able 
to continue with the curriculum we had been using. In the 
summer months we switched to reading from the Jesus 
Storybook Bible; a wonderful resource. 

Stories Jesus Told: VBS was one of the trickiest programing 
aspects to 2020. We teamed up with another local church and 
built a virtual VBS program from the ground up – and we 
did it in less than 7 weeks! Multiple Good Sam members 
offered their talents, including musicians and actors! We 
were able to offer live, prerecorded elements, and offline 
elements. Because this was virtual, we were able to include 
kids from four different states! (And even two international 
participants!) 

When we started to have services in person (outside) we 
knew that it was going to be some time until we were able 
to offer children’s programing on Sunday mornings, but we 
still wanted to offer something. We landed on expanded 
“Kids Packets” that included activity pages, coloring sheets, 
crayons, and other treats. At first these were new each week 
but in the fall we switched to making the packets larger and 
working over multiple weeks. We also offered digital versions 
of this since there have not been many kids attending in-
person services since we moved indoors. 

For the season of Advent, we mailed home program 
materials that families were able to follow along with at home. 
Many families participated and we saw some impressive 
artwork and candle crafts!

In October, we launched a monthly virtual event for 
elementary (and some PreK & K) kids called “Good Sam 
Kids LIVE!” We took things we learned from our virtual 
VBS in June and applied it to this program. We have games 
and songs and a Bible story. We even have a SNACK! One of 
the big aspects to this has been our utilization of a “packet” 
that the parents can pick up from the church the weekend 
of the event. It includes all the material needed along with 
some bonus items that the kids can do AFTER (or before) 
the virtual event. It makes it so that the virtual event is not 
completely virtual and develops a connection between all the 
participants. These have proven to be a big success and we 
are planning to continue them at least until we are able to 
relaunch in person programing on Sundays. 

It’s hard to remember, but we actually DID have youth 
group in 2020! We even had our annual Family Bowling 
event in early January which included a parents’ meeting. We 
laid out the calendar for the remainder of the school year and 
the summer. If we only knew….

We were able to have our annual retreat to Lake Champion 
in Glen Spay, NY. This is always a fantastic time where we join 
churches from all over the tri-state area. The campground is 
a beautiful place and includes a zip line, a giant swing, a huge 
game room, and wonderful bunk rooms. Each year it’s a great 
weekend and in 2020 that stayed very true. 

Our last major event before the pandemic was the middle 
school all-nighter. We had three churches participate with us 
and more than 50 students joined us for games at Arnold’s, 
jumping at SkyZone, and watching “Onward” in a private 
theater. Each year this proves to be a wonderful event for 
our students to invite their friends to, and functions as an 
introduction to our program.

We’d like to take a moment and just applaud the Youth 
Ministry team for their ability to quickly switch to 
“pandemic” mode. We had to try a few things to see what 
worked; our goal was to continue ministry safely in whatever 
way we could. The volunteers did a lot of brainstorming and 
there was a lot of trial and error. We, like many churches 
around the country, tried taking things online (aka “Virtual 
Youth Group”) but after a few weeks it became pretty obvious 
that this was not a long-term solution. Eventually we focused 
specifically on our small group ministry, which has always 
been the backbone of our program. This has been the primary 
form of ministry during the 2020 school year (both virtually 
and in person) and will continue to be until we are able to 
relaunch in-person weekly youth group.

continued on page 12Youth Retreat to Lake Champion (Standing so close!)



Good Sam Family Ministries continued
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Kira Berol was our summer intern; she did an amazing 
job. This is especially true considering that nothing  that she 
signed up for turned out to happen! There were no events 
or trips! There were no in person meetings! She spent the 
entire summer helping to equip the rest of the team and 
make ministry happen – even helping out the tech team on 
a few Sunday mornings! She also drove around to almost 
everyone’s house and dropped off care packages! Thank you, 
Kira!

College Interns: Three of our interns graduated college 
this year – Danny, Juliette, and Anna. And all three got 
married as well! They also all moved to full time jobs! We 
definitely wanted to celebrate them and thank them for all 
they’ve done in their time at Good Sam!

In November we came up with a way for us to be “socially 
distanced, but still together.” We set up campfires in our 
church parking lot! This was a fun time where people were 
able to see each other, chat, check-in, and have a nice evening 
“together” but still stay safe. This was so successful that we 
are planning on doing it again in early spring!

For more than a decade, the 11:00am service on Christmas 
Eve has been our most attended service. We assumed that 
we would not be able to provide an indoor service due to the 
pandemic so we started to plan an outdoor experience that 
families could come to together. These plans ended up having 
to be canceled due to COVID numbers going the wrong 
direction (and at an alarming pace). So we  began production 
of an online “special.” The entire team was amazing and the 
volunteers massively came through for this. The Defina 
Family were the stars of the show and our special guests (Ben 
Capps, Steve Sanders, and Geof Morin) all knocked it out 
of the park! We had musical numbers recorded by people 
in our church, and there was a skit where we superimposed 
human heads on sheep bodies… and somehow it all came 
together and worked. In a year that nothing felt “normal,” 
there was something about this special that helped many of 
us feel like it was Christmas. Thank you to all involved and all 
who watched and shared the video!

Youth Campfires

Youth Group Pre-Covid

Materials for “Stories Jesus Told: Virtual VBS”  
packed and ready for parents to pick up!



College and Young Adult Ministry / CCO College Ministry
Dan Garrison Edwards
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Pittsburgh, Jubilee 2020

In the 2019 annual report, I (Dan) described College and 
Young Ministry this way: 

“College and Young Adult ministry continues to be a 
growing and essential area of ministry at the Church of the 
Good Samaritan. The aim of our ministry amongst these 
emerging adults is to create and foster an invitational space 
where college students and young adults have the opportunity 
to be transformed by the triune God, engage in the Church 
community, and be invited to participate in a hospitable 
community.”

Our commitment to this aim and mission remains unaltered 
by the COVD-19 pandemic. In fact, the adjustments we 
made as a result have born new fruits and created surprising 
opportunities. 

Several weeks before the pandemic was declared, we 
brought students to Pittsburgh for the CCO’s annual Jubilee 
Conference. It was a wonderful time with thousands of 
students from across the country. Following Jubilee, our 
weekly Family Dinner met twice before going virtual. The 
remainder of the Spring semester was devoted to staying 
connected with our college students through regular phone 
calls and Zoom meetings. In early May, we held a virtual 
send-off for our dozen graduating seniors. 

Over the summer, we welcomed Katie Staronka to the 
College and Young Adult Ministry team. Fall of 2020 
presented new challenges as we were, and are, unable to be on 
Eastern University’s campus in accordance with their COVID 
policies. However, because many schools went remote, we 
have had the opportunity to connect with students who grew 
up at Good Sam and are now home during the pandemic. We 
entered this academic year with the guiding principle “Give 
everything our all, but hold all things loosely.”  We were very 
aware that Fall 2020 would require us to try different things, 
both virtual and in-person, and that some would work, and 
some would not. We’ve had virtual game nights, and we’ve sat 
by propane heaters outside on a 25 degree December night 
to watch Elf together. But through it all, Katie and I return to 
the conviction that the work of ministry in this season is not 
programmatic, but about facilitating spaces for students and 
young adults to be present with one another.

In September, we built “The Commons,” an outdoor 
space on church property for us to gather and fellowship 
safely. While regularly used for our college and post-college 
gatherings, The Commons continues to be used by other 
ministries or individuals for organized meetings, or casual 
coffee chats.  We anticipate that The Commons will continue 
to be utilized once the pandemic has subsided. We sent mid-
semester care packages to students which were a big hit, and 
we will send another round this Spring.

In October, we began a season of vision casting and 
began developing the foundation for a Campus Ministry 
Team, which would consist of church members specifically 
equipped and charged with connecting with students and 
drawing them deeper into the life at Church of the Good 
Samaritan.

Our post-college young adult group has persisted 
undaunted. In 2020, we alternated between meeting 
outside and meeting virtually. This group continues to help 
Millennials be in community amidst the uncertainty of their 
post-college years, especially when so many of us are working 
from home.

Despite the pandemic, Church of the Good Samaritan 
continues to be a place where students and young adults 
find community and fellowship. This would not be possible 
without the prayers, support, and love of the broader Good 
Sam community. Thank you all. It is a blessing to serve Christ 
alongside you. Peace.



Resources and Stewardship
Dwight Wilson, Financial and Human Resources Administrator
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Well, 2020 was quite an extraordinary year in just about 
every way. And that included our church finances. On March 
13 we shut down for two or more weeks so that we could 
bend the curve of Coronavirus cases hitting our hospitals. 
And that began a scary ride throughout 2020 and it continues 
today.

Without our parish family able to gather for worship, 
we did not know what to expect, but we feared that pledge 
fulfillment and other giving might dry up. With nothing but 
faith, we decided to do two things:

• Keep our staff employed and paid for regular hours for 
as long as we could.

• Refund tuition and other fees for the portion of the 
Day School year that the school was closed.

Then two positives emerged that we did not anticipate:

• Your financial stewardship was way above what we 
could have hoped for.

• We became eligible for a Payroll Protection Program 
(“PPP”) forgivable loan.

Your giving in April to the operations of the Church 
indicated that most of you intended to fulfill your pledges 
and that others intended to support the Church on par with 
historical trends. In addition, designated giving to missions 
and outreach ramped up as you anticipated the greater needs 
in our community and throughout the world. 

On a parallel track, the Wardens decided to pursue a 
PPP loan. Betsy Wolford completed the arduous task of 
completing the submission to Wells Fargo. We immediately 
discovered that we would not get a loan in the first round, 
however there was a second-round and we were eligible. 
Unfortunately, Wells Fargo is very bureaucratic, and we 
could not get updates on when and if we would get a loan 
from them. Betsy told us about the success another Church 
had with getting a loan from Meridian Bank and she 
persisted trying to convince us to try that route. Finally, out 
of frustration with Wells Fargo, I asked the Wardens if they 
would be OK with starting a relationship with Meridian and 
attempting a loan with them. Andy Balsan reported that he 
had good confidence in Meridian and so I asked Betsy if 
she was willing to go through the whole process again. She 
enthusiastically agreed, completed the submission, and we 
received the loan from Meridian within hours. 

Thank you, Betsy for all that work and for your unrelenting 
striving to steer us in that direction throughout. Towards the 
end of the year, Betsy completed our request to have the loan 
forgiven and the entire loan was in fact forgiven in December. 

By the end of the summer, we were comfortable that 
we could retain everyone on staff paid at regular hours 
throughout 2020. The Food Closet and HELPS were well-
funded to play an expanding role in our community. But 
the Thrift Shop had been closed most of the year – the net 
proceeds from the Thrift Shop are a large source of funding 
for Missions. And the Day School had a large deficit for the 
2019-20 School Year and uncertain prospects for the 2020-
21 School Year. So we had a mix of abundance and areas 
needing support. 

Thanks to your amazing stewardship, reduced expenses, 
and the forgiven PPP loan, we ended 2020 with a $426,503 
operating surplus – a far cry from what we feared back in 
March! Vestry decided to allocate $47,550 of that to the 
Missions Fund, to replace the missed funding from the Thrift 
Shop, and the rest to Vestry Reserve to cushion us through a 
continued unknown future. We fully expect the Day School 
will run a deficit for the 2020-21 School Year and that it may 
take two or three years to get enrollment back up to the levels 
we had in 2018 and 2019. We face some uncertainty about 
2021 operations. And the buildings, especially the HVAC 
system, require continued investment over the next few years. 
So, the additional Vestry Reserve mitigates our worries going 
forward and we are well-positioned financially to recover 
from the negative effects of COVID-19. God always provides 
what we need, even when we cannot see how it would be 
possible. 

Our parishioners are amazing stewards of Good Samaritan. 
Thank you for your generosity! And let us hope for a return 
to full pews and enthusiastic worship as soon as possible in 
2021. 
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Designated Funds 2020 activity continued



212 West Lancaster Avenue, Paoli, Pennsylvania
610-644-4040       www.good-samaritan.org

Sunday Worship Services
9:00am Rite 2 Service (Live stream and In Person)

11:00am Contemporary Service (Live stream and In Person) 
4pm Monthly Evensong (Live stream and In Person)

Clergy
The Very Reverend Richard T. Morgan, Rector 
The Reverend John C. Whitnah, Sr. Associate
The Reverend Marcia C. Wilkinson, Part-time


