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A Change of Heart
We’ve just begun our ‘Living the Christian Life’ series on Sunday evenings. We’re going through the Ser-

mon on the Mount asking the question - how does this help us live like Jesus? That’s the big theme of the 
sermon - it can read as a list of moral and spiritual practices that describe what a Christian pattern of life 
looks like. I think it’s better understood as a description of the character and attitudes of a Christian than as 
a list of dos or don’ts.

But where does this character come from? What sort of a person has a righteousness that “exceeds that 
of the Scribes and Pharisees?” Jesus says elsewhere that it is out of the heart that our actions flow. What we 
need to live a Christlike life is a Christlike heart.

We’re getting ready for our Freedom in Christ retreat February 21-23. One of the key verses for Freedom 
in Christ is Jeremiah 17:9 - “the heart is deceitful above all things.” The opportunity of the retreat is to dig into 
some of the bad patterns of the heart that we have fallen into in order to allow God to heal us and change us. 
The retreat offers a number of beautiful opportunities to come before God in prayer and allow the Holy Spirit 
to touch us and transform us. God’s work in us as we come to Him literally changes our hearts.

Looking towards Lent, we’ll be going through a preaching series called “Thriving Spiritually: how the 
spiritual disciplines connect us to a life of grace.” We’ll be spending most of the time in Matthew chapter 6 - 
looking at the practices of giving, prayer and fasting. The idea is not that these things are ends in themselves, 
but that our spiritual practices connect us to rhythms of grace that allow God to be at work in our lives. We 
can’t be at Freedom in Christ every day - but we can adopt some spiritual habits that will allow God to con-
tinue the same work in us on an ongoing basis.

Our purpose as a church is to be “transformed by Christ to love God and our Neighbors.” 
While this transformation is God’s work, we can place ourselves in a position to receive that work of grace. 
We can’t change our own hearts - but we can choose whether to receive God’s work in our lives or not. My 
prayer is that through God’s grace each of us might receive a measure of God’s power to transform in this 
season. A change of heart.

February 21-23 
Harvey Cedars Bible Conference 

Register @ good-samaritan.org/events

Richard Morgan
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Vestry Corner
by Andy Balsan

Vestry met for a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, 
January 13 with Richard Morgan, John Whitnah and Ben 
Capps in attendance. Topics of discussion included quarterly 
reports in all the ministry areas of Church of the Good Sa-
maritan. Highlights of that discussion include the following: 
Tracy Defina has an opportunity to work in family counselling 
and is transitioning away from full-time with Family Minis-
tries. Please pray with us as we seek her replacement. Men’s 
Ministry conducted the Men’s Retreat last quarter with record 
attendance. The study topic was “What in the World am I 
Doing?” which focused on our “vocation” or life’s purpose 
in every stage of our lives. Some said it was the best Men’s 
retreat they had been on! 

We want to thank Keith Dodd who is handing the reins 
of leadership of the Missions Committee to Justin Crawford. 
Thank you Keith for all your dedication! Food Closet finished 
2019 strong in funding! Thank you parishioners! 

Have you noticed improved lighting in the sanctuary? We 
have installed new lighting to improve visibility on the altar 
and for parishioners. Lots of facilities improvements continue 
within budget across the entire campus.

We spent some time discussing the Diocesan request to 
increase our missional giving to the Diocese. Good Samari-
tan continues to be a good member within the Diocese and 
desires to respond to this request, however we will respond 
in a way that balances the Diocesan request with our church’s 
budgetary priorities. We will be slightly increasing our con-
tribution to the Diocese this year and plan to incrementally 
increase year after year. As we monitor our local ministries 
and budget, we have flexibility in whether we stay with our 
current decision in following years.

Finally, we approved the 2020 operating budget. Thanks to 
the entire Clergy, Staff and volunteers for putting together a 
budget that will continue to drive the ministries of the Church 
of the Good Samaritan.

Insight for Life Spring Bible Study
Weds evening & Thurs morning Feb 26 - Apr 30
Rooms 263/264
The shortest and sharpest of the gospel narratives is the 

Gospel of Mark. Mark’s account of the life and teachings of Je-
sus Christ is conveyed with a sense of urgency and immediacy. 
In the first chapter alone, Mark uses the word “immediately” 
ten times as he recounts his story of our Lord’s life.

Mark describes for us a dynamic savior, always on the 
move, against all odds. In Jesus we discover a servant-leader 
whose number one priority is to serve and bring glory to his 
heavenly Father.

Early in the first chapter of Mark, the main theme of Je-
sus’ ministry is articulated—God’s kingdom is arriving. The 
kingdom of God is at hand!

More than any other gospel, the Gospel of Mark presents 
our Lord as the servant of our God.

The question for us as Christ-followers is simple— 
How will I respond in service to my King?

This spring we come to the book of Mark asking God how 
we can serve him — like Christ did — in our church, in our 
community, in our nation, and in our world.

Join us, beginning Wednesday, February 26 or Thursday, 
February 27 for a ten-week study of the compelling book of 
Mark.

We will use a study guide by N.T. Wright. Cost for book 
and other materials: $15. 

Register online at good-samaritan.org/events

Any questions? Contact GoodSamInsight@gmail.com

One of the many improvements!  
Tad installed a new floor in the church sacristy.
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Epiphany Morning
“Sharing Our Faith Stories”

February 8, 2020
8:30am-11:30am 

Walton Hall
In this season of Epiphany in which we remember and 

celebrate how Jesus was manifested or revealed to the whole 
world, Jew and Gentile, it seems appropriate for us to take a 
brief look at how each of us can more effectively present to 
others our experience of the light and life Jesus has brought 
to our lives. 

A number of years ago, I heard the following question: 
“What do most Christians and Arctic Rivers have in common? 
The response: “They are both frozen at the mouth.” Perhaps 
the idea of sharing our faith with others makes us feel un-
comfortable, or perhaps we have been on the receiving end 
of “preachy” people. Whatever your thoughts and feelings 
around the subject of evangelism, please consider partici-
pating in a Saturday morning presentation and discussion 
designed to be interactive, reflective, and encouraging.

We’ll gather beginning at 8:30 with a Continental Breakfast 
and end our time together at 11:30. Please register online at 
good-samaritan.org/events so we know how many people to 
prepare for. If you have any questions, please contact John 
Whitnah (john.whitnah@good-samaritan.org / 610-644-
4040 x212).

Ash Wednesday Family Service
5:30pm in Walton Hall

February 26 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the 
church season of Lent.  

Come to Walton Hall at 5:30pm for a family friendly ser-
vice, including imposition of ashes. This service will include 
Holy Communion. A simple meal of pizza will follow.

Join us, and bring a friend. 

Please RSVP for dinner at good-samaritan.org/events

Ash Wednesday Services February 26
7:00am (Chapel) / 12:15pm (Chapel) 

5:30pm (WaltonHall) / 7:30pm (Church)

All services offer imposition of ashes

Lost & Found
Good Samaritan’s Lost & Found is located upstairs behind 

the receptionist’s desk. We have numerous pairs of reading 
glasses, some prescription glasses and a lot of miscellaneous 
items. 

Stop by and see if something you thought was lost has 
been found!
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Good Sam Day School
“Twice is Nice” Children’s Consignment Sale 

February 26 & 27  Ashton Hall
February 26: 9am-1pm & 5pm-8pm

February 27: 9am-1pm half-price sale on some items

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
February 26, 6-7pm  Walton Hall

Sponsored by Men’s Ministry with help from Boy Scouts Troop 106

Camino Dinner 
February 15   6:00-9:00pm 

Ashton South
Come have a Pilgrim meal (Two courses and dessert) and 

hear about the 1200 year old pilgrimage to the tomb of St. 
James the Greater in Santiago de Compostela. There will be a 
short presentation by Robert MacMillan and Bruce Ackerman 
talking about the Camino Frances and the Camino Portugues 
Coastal route, and we’ll hear about Father Richard’s upcoming 
pilgrimage during his sabbatical. Information will be provided 
to those interested in pursuing their own pilgrimage.

RSVP to Robert MacMillan (rcmacmillan@comcast.net)

Lenten Program 
5 Tuesdays beginning March 3 

Walton Hall
This five-week series will take a close look at Lent, how it 

developed, and its function in the life of the church and its 
calendar. Most sessions will coordinate with that week’s Scrip-
ture readings and sermon. In addition to Lent in the Christian 
tradition, topics will include penance, giving, fasting, prayer, 
and service. All sessions will include recommended readings 
and time for discussion and/or Q&A. All are welcome.

The tentative schedule is Dessert from 6:30-7pm, Pre-
sentation beginning at 7pm, and each session will close with 
Compline, ending by 8:30pm. 

Dr. Jonathan Yates will lead the program. He is a Professor 
of Historical Theology in the Department of Theology and 
Religious Studies at Villanova University, where he has taught 
since 2005. Jonathan, his wife Bess, and their daughter Eliza 
have been part of the Good Sam community since 2015. 

Register online at good-samaritan.org/events

All Aboard Volunteers for 2020 
VBS Rocky Railway!

June 22-25, 9am-12pm
It takes many hands and hearts to welcome our commu-

nity to taste and see that the Lord is good! Here’s what a few 
volunteers have already said: “Count me in!” “Thanks for 
asking and sign me up!” “Sign me up to volunteer for VBS! I 
can do whatever is needed.” From a newcomer: “I would love 
to help this year! Sounds like so much fun! I loved seeing so 
many faces from the Day School.” Won’t you join them and 
us in the fun, faith-filled, fellowship event of the Summer?

VBS Registration is Open!  
Register your children at  

good-samaritan.org/events 

Contact Tracy Defina with questions  
(tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org)
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We are pleased to announce Ken-
ton Sparks as our keynote speaker. 
Kent is the Provost and Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs at Eastern 
University. Dr Sparks is the author 
of a number of books, including 
‘God’s Words in Human Words’ 
and ‘Sacred Word, Broken Word’ - a 
book looking at the darker texts of 
Scripture.

Kent writes: ‘Our country is deeply divided these days. On 
one side are those who understand and believe “the facts,” 
and on the other are those who gullibly embrace the phony 
“alternative facts.” It is obvious, however, that in this case “the 
truth” lies in the eye of the beholder. No matter what side we 
stand on, all of us believe that our side stands for the facts and 
that the other side doesn’t. We understand; They are clueless.  

I’m quite sure that this open conflict, often dubbed the 
“culture war,” will not be resolved today. Perhaps it should 
not be resolved but must be won by one side or the other, or 
by some still-to-emerge perspective that’s better than either 
(or any) of the current alternatives. But in spite of our pro-
found divisions, I suspect that we can begin our discussion 
on a point of profound agreement. Namely, I suspect that all 
of us believe a lot of people have been fooled by fake news, 
and that this phony news has been and shall continue to be 
damaging and dangerous for our society. For we have seen, 
perhaps more clearly than ever before, that millions of people 
can be fooled into receiving what is false as what is true, and 
that this exchange of the truth for a lie--no matter which 
side we are on--can and will have serious consequences for 
us and our children.

My primary theme for the day is certainly not political, 
though it may have some bearing on how we think about 
and evaluate political questions. Rather, my task is to draw 
out and examine what I believe is a very common but mis-
taken pattern within Christian theology. Namely, I believe 
that Christians often construct systems of biblical authority 
in order to circumvent and evade the authority of God in 
the Church and in our personal lives. I will suggest that this 
approach to the Bible, in which we essentially quote the Bible 
against God, is based on “fake news” about what the Bible is 
and how it should be read. This “fake news” theology opens 
up Christians to manipulations and errors because it subtly 
replaces the voice of God with our own fallen, human voices.’

Register online at good-samaritan.org/events.

Diocesan Lent Day  
“Fake News” Theology

March 7, 10:00am-3:00pm
Church of the Good Samaritan

“Fake News” Theology: How and Why We Use Biblical Authority to Dodge God’s Authority

“Give me a stout heart to bear my own burdens.  
Give me a willing heart to bear the burdens of others.  

Give me a believing heart to cast all burdens upon Thee.”

Excerpt from “A Diary of Private Prayer” by John Baillie
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We had a very good first day. There were about 120 par-
ticipants which is a much better sized group that the 170 that 
Emmanuel thought would be there. It’s still very large for the 
workshops and our demonstration lesson that we did on the 
first day - but manageable.

It has been great to have Rev Benjamin Kibara on team. 
Benjamin works for the Diocese of Butere, and is their Rooted 
in Jesus coordinator - so Rev John Eldridge and I know him 
from when we introducing Rooted in Jesus in his Diocese 
three years ago. His voice is a vital voice of testimony, expe-
rience and wisdom to the Diocese there. It was good to hear 
that Butere have run more than 700 Rooted in Jesus groups 
since we introduced them to the program three years ago. 
The principle of a multiplication of disciples where those 
with leadership gifts in discipleship groups are encouraged 
to lead their own groups is alive and well in Butere. Having 
Benjamin here to share the powerful testimony of the impact 
of this program on their Diocese is extremely impactful.

Rooted in Jesus Update from Fr. Richard
Having John, Benjamin and Richard is like the old team 

back together - and great to see them. Rev. Morey Andrews 
has not met any of us before, and has slotted right in with the 
team. He gave a great talk and led our ministry time together 
today on God’s love.

A hitch in our programming today was food. Lunch was 
in the program for 12:30pm, but by 2pm (when we were due 
to reconvene) they were still not ready. So we ran the work-
shops (on Leading a Rooted in Jesus group, Pastoral Care 
and Prayer) on empty stomachs and had lunch at 3:30pm 
before our ministry time. Everyone was extremely tolerant 
and patient! There is a tremendous amount of rain in Kenya 
at the moment (unseasonably - it’s quite a source of concern 
for the crops) and the noise at the end of the day on the tin 
roof of the cathedral was deafening to the point that it was 
impossible to hear anything. Thankfully ministry had ended 
and we were wrapping up with local planning in Archdea-
conary groups - but even with people close to one another 
it was tough.

Prayers for the team - for continued good health. For rest 
and refreshment for John and Richard who are both very tired 
(Morey has boundless energy!) Prayers for the logistics of food 
and rain for the rest of the conference. Prayers for engagement 
with the material in the course, and especially for those who 
will be trying out leading practice groups tomorrow.



The Samaritan

-7-

Each year the Good Samaritan Missions Committee pre-
pares a yearly budget that includes the church’s support for 
various local, national, and world-wide ministries. The com-
mittee’s 2020 budget includes financial support of $215,533 
for 26 ministries, which the Vestry approved at its January 
meeting. This supported-ministries budget reflects a $6,400 
increase from 2019 (a three-percent increase). An ad hoc 
Grants Committee of the Missions Committee reviewed 28 
submitted ministry applications and made its recommen-
dations to the full committee, which approved it and sent to 
the Vestry. The Grants Committee, which spent many hours 
of work and discussion included Debbie Volk, Kevin Hicks, 
Cheryl Hutchinson, Justin Crawford, and Keith Dodd.

This budget ends support for two long-supported minis-
tries, the local “Good Works Ministry” and Steve and Nancy 
Brown in Niger. After many years of medical missionary 
work in Niger, the Browns are on leave for 2020. If after 
their year of rest and discernment they begin a new ministry, 
the committee has encouraged them to apply for 2021. The 
elimination of support for Good Works was difficult, given 
our long and active involvement with this ministry that helps 
with home repair in Chester County. However, after our Good 
Works “work team” disbanded at the end of 2018 and never 
has reformed, the committee decided to break financial ties.

The committee is pleased to once again provide support 
to the Free Church of St. John in Kensington. Due to several 
internal concerns of lack of accountability for our support, 
mismanagement and other discord, the missions committee 
had temporarily ceased any support. Through many difficult 
months of internal work and guidance from the diocese along 
with a newly appointed vicar, these problems appear to be 
resolved, and the committee again is supporting funding of 
their application for 2020. 

The local program that provides ESL services, Gathering 
Hope, is undergoing a few months period of evaluation, dis-
cernment, and renewed programing. Financial support for 
this ministry is on schedule to be resumed when they restart 
the revised program, perhaps in late summer.

The budget includes significant to modest increases in sup-
port to six ministries that receive high scores on the commit-
tee’s evaluation criteria. These include Tammy Firestone with 
La Trinidad Church in Bolivia, the Kenyan Student Christian 
Fellowship youth ministry, Ninos con Valor in Bolivia, the 
Rooted in Jesus ministry, Water Mission, and Young Lives 
of Delaware Valley. Ministries receiving the highest level of 
support include the CCO work at Good Samaritan of Dan 
Garrison-Edwards, Fr. Ron Irene’s ministry in Paraguay, 
Ninos con Valor, and Water Mission.

The Mwamba Foundation, which provides scholarships 
for bright high school students from poor families and needy 
seminary students in North-Western part of Kenya, has long 
received financial support from Good Samaritan. Also, several 
members of the congregation sponsor individual students. 
In the past two years, the committee has had concerns about 
the lack of communication from Mwamba about our support 
and also poor communication with sponsoring families. The 
Missions Committee decided to provide funding for 2020 but 
with the condition that any funds beyond the second quar-
ter will be “held” pending a review that concerns are being 
satisfactorily addressed. Apparently, some of the concerns lie 
with the U.S. board for Mwamba. They recognize the need for 
improvement and have stated their intent to address concerns. 
Reuben Garrett of the missions committee has recently been 
accepted as a member of Mwamba’s board, and it is hoped 
that his involvement will result in the committee’s support 
without concerns.

In addition to the major portion of the Missions Com-
mittee’s 2020 budget for support of ministries, there is also 
provision for other expenditures. These include funds for 
Short-Term Missionary support (usually small grants to help 
a congregational member for a missionary trip sponsored by 
another organization), possible New Ministries that might 
come to light during the year, and Mission/Education support. 
This year’s budgeted funds for Mission/Education support 
is earmarked for the planned church mission trip to Bolivia 
this summer. 

At the end of February, after three years as chair, Keith 
Dodd will step down from that position. Keith had taken the 
leadership role after Kevin Hicks stepped down after three 
years of service. Kevin continues on the committee and Keith 
also plans to continue. Richard Morgan named a current 
member of the Missions Committee, Justin Crawford to 
assume the role of chair. In March, Justin will be off a multi-
year term on Vestry.

2020 Missions Budget Passed
by Keith Dodd, Outgoing Missions Chair



February 2020 Events Calendar
February 2
Youth Confirmation Class begins

February 5
Retired & Refired

February 8
Epiphany Morning with John Whitnah

February 12
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

February 15
Family Support Group

February 15
Caring for Caregivers Group

February 15
Camino Dinner

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

February 16
Meet the Candidates for Vestry

February 19
Retired & Refired

February 21-23
Freedom in Christ Retreat

February 25
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner

February 26
Ash Wednesday Services 7am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm, 7:30pm

February 26/27
Women’s Spring Study begins

The Annual Meeting is Sunday, March 1, 2020 @ 4pm in the church


