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40 Days In The Wilderness
The season of Lent has its most profound biblical resonance with the forty days that Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness 

being tempted by Satan. The Book of Common Prayer encourages us to use it as a time for ‘self-examination, repentance, 
prayer, fasting and self-denial’. It begins on Ash Wednesday with a reminder of our own mortality - that we are dust and to 
dust we shall return.

I think that introspection is in general a dangerous activity. I’ve heard it said that we ‘shouldn’t think less of ourselves, but 
think of ourselves less’. That’s generally sound advice. For those of you prone to excessive introspection, perhaps you could 
give that up for Lent? Whenever you find yourself wondering about how you’re doing or what people think of you - stop and 
choose to think of other people instead! For the rest of us, I think the balance of 40 days of introspection against 325 days of 
thinking of others before ourselves might be about right. So ‘self-examination’ is not a burden but a rather precious and rare 
gift that comes only once a year. A spring cleaning of the deeper cupboards of our souls; a chance to recalibrate our spiritual 
rhythms and practices. 

The biblical word for that recalibration is repentance. Of course, to recalibrate you have to acknowedge that there’s some-
thing to recalibrate. So repentance begins with a recognition of our sin and a decision to to do something different. Sin is 
not to be wallowed in, though. It’s power has been defeated on the cross. It simply needs to be recognized in order to be left 
behind. The heart of repentance is not sorrow for sins, but choosing to set ourselves in a new direction - to leave unhealthy 
patterns behind, and through the power of the indwelling Spirit choose better ones.

The practices we are commended to engage in - of prayer, fasting and self-denial set us in the right place to engage in that 
process. When we have full stomachs and full lives there is no space to reflect - we just charge full ahead with the consuming 
and producing of day to day life. Fasting and self-denial and the space that these create for deepening our prayer life are a gift. 
Like the discipline of exercise there may be some short term discomfort, but the reward is nearly immediate and significant. 
The body that does not exercise is quickly sluggish. The soul that does not fast or practice any restraint in consuming things 
becomes just the same. What a joy to be able to shed some of the sluggishness through such simple practices.

Can I encourage you to fully embrace the opportunity that is handed you of keeping a holy Lent. It is not heaviness, but 
lightness; not sorrow, but joy; not an onerous duty but the permission to seize a self-indulgent opportunity.

With seasons blessings and prayers,

Richard
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One year, 12 months, 365 days... a lot can change in a year. 
This time last year I was on the downward slope of my Fellow-
ship year with the CCO. I decided to pursue a full time career 
staff position with them, though at the time I had no clue it 
would bring me here outside Philadelphia to the Church of 
the Good Samaritan. I had no clue a global pandemic would 
hit turning the ministry I had spent the past 5 years learning 
about and doing completely on its head. This time last year, 
we were preparing to send roughly 40 students from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania (IUP) to the CCO’s annual Jubilee 
Conference in Pittsburgh to join 3,000 other students from 
across the country. Oh how that feels like a lifetime ago to 
me now. But is that not how it is to be a Child of God? Christ 
came to introduce a new heaven and earth, an upside down 
kingdom. Christ tends to turn everything we think, plan, 
even believe on its head, and this year has been no exception. 

Similarly, Jubilee can have the same effect. Like many 
conferences, camps, retreats, etc. Jubilee can be a defining mo-
ment, a mountain top or even valley experience for students. 
I know it was for me. Though I had grown up in the Church 
it was at Jubilee that I had first heard scripture explained in 
the four part narrative arc: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and 
Restoration. In the two years that I had the opportunity to 
attend as a student I had both a mountain top and a valley 
experience. And yet, in both of those moments I heard God 
speak deeply into the particularities of my situation. What 
I have learned over the past couple of years attending this 
conference is that there is nothing special or magical about 
Jubilee. Like anything we will do in our lives, you get out 
of the weekend what you put in. What makes Jubilee “life 
changing” is the simple fact that we are setting aside specific 
and intentional time in our life expecting God to show up 
and when we do that something miraculous happens… He 
does! But I have also learned not to be discouraged when He 
shows up in a different way than we were expecting. Jubilee 
has taught me that when you set aside time expecting God 
to show up, He will, but it’s almost never how you expect.

It should come as no surprise then that like many things 
this year Jubilee will be different than we expect. Starting with 
the fact that for the first time in its roughly 50 year history 
the CCO’s annual Jubilee Conference, which typically gathers 
thousands of college students on the convention floors of 
Pittsburgh, will be virtual this spring. 

But here is the exciting part: 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN  
WILL BE A JUBILEE 2021 HOST SITE! 

This means that on February 27, 2021, you are all invited 
to join us in the church to watch Jubilee together, making 
Jubilee the most accessible it’s ever been. Though the confer-
ence is geared towards college students, there is still much 
that can be learned at any age, so we are encouraging all to 
attend. If you are unable to make it on February 27, or you do 
not feel comfortable gathering with others, that is more than 
okay. Just register with the code “goodsam” at https://www.
jubileeconference.com and you will be given access to view 
all the Jubilee content at home and at your convenience any 
time after it goes live! We are committed to making this event 
safe and accessible for everyone who is interested, whether 
you join us in person or from the comfort of your home. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hes-
itate to contact me at (katie@good-samaritan.org) or Dan at 
(dan.edwards@good-samaritan.org). We hope to see you at 
Good Sam on February 27th for our Jubilee 2021 Viewing 
Party!

The Road to Jubilee 2021
by Katie Staronka
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Family Ministries: Looking at 2021
by Jonathan Hobbs

Lent @ Home

We are putting together materials that families can look at 
together during Lent. These will be mailed out to each family 
on our roster.

Conversation about Families & Technology:  
with Andy & Amy Crouch!

On Wednesday, March 24 @ 8:00 PM we will host a vir-
tual event with Andy and Amy Crouch. We are also giving 
away their books for free to anyone that would like a copy. 
The topic of technology is always relevant but possibly more 
so than ever in our current reality! We will spend about an 
hour discussing some of the challenges and temptations that 
we are faced with as parents and teens in the modern world 
and the pitfalls that we need to avoid. 

2021 Lent Series

with Dr. Chris Hall

“A DIFFERENT WAY: 5 SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES 
FOR CULTIVATING OUR LIFE WITH GOD”

Lent Series 5 Wednesdays 7-8pm Feb 24 - Mar 24

Zoom Virtual Meeting with Dr. Chris Hall

“We imag ine a world in which people’s lives flour ish as 
they increas ing ly become like Jesus.” -Ren o varé

Chris Hall currently serves as President of Renovaré. 
Previously Chris was Director of Academic Spiritual For-
mation and Distinguished Professor of Theology at Eastern 
University. Chris is the author of a number of books, including 
The Mystery of God (with Steven D. Boyer; Baker Academic), 
Reading Scripture with the Church Fathers, Learning Theology 
with the Church Fathers, Worshiping with the Church Fathers 
(InterVarsity Press), and The Trinity (with Roger Olson; 
Eerdmans). His most recent book is Living Wisely with the 
Church Fathers (Intervarsity Press). Chris and his wife Debbie 
reside in Philadelphia. They have three grown children and 
two grandchildren.

Family Campfires

Our campfire even in November went really well so we 
are planning to do this again. We are looking at sometime in 
April. It is a nice time to connect with people while still taking 
appropriate precautions. Stay tuned for more info!

Parent Resource Center

Something that we are excited about as we look to the 
future is what we are calling the “Parent Resource Center.” 
We are hoping to designate a spot in our church where we 
can make resources (books, pamphlets, etc.) available to all 
the parents (both in our church and the DaySchool), which 
we think will be incredibly valuable.
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With snow in the forecast, appointments for vaccines in 
scarce supply, and the continued challenges of navigating 
protocols in this pandemic season, how would you like to 
spend a few minutes of imaginative travel to a place of life, 
beauty, learning, nourishment, camaraderie, and generosity? 
Come to the Good Samaritan Community Garden!

If you visit on a cold, snowy day in February you will find a 
dormant garden. But not for much longer! Our official open-
ing workday is set for April 10th, less than two months away!!

So, here’s what’s currently happening behind the scenes:

We have ordered seeds and transplants—supplied by our 
community garden partner, the Chester County Food Bank. 
These starts, including spinach, beets, lettuces, and sugar 
snap peas, will be ready to plant by late April into early May.

Plans are also in the works for a new storage shed along 
with signage.

New pollinator garden beds, created in the fall with 
tremendous help from Boy Scouts’ Great Valley Troop 106, 
eagerly await both perennial and annual flowers.

We are fortunate to have two compost bins. We plan to add 
more compost from these bins to the raised beds this spring. 
Fresh, fluffy compost helps provide nutrients, air, and mi-
cro-organisms to existing soil, building rich and healthier 
ground for veggies and flowers.

Thinking Spring? Absolutely!
by Nina Whitnah

In short, we have plans for enjoying a vibrant season of 
growing vegetables and flowers, providing opportunities for 
education and service, and offering the gift of hospitality to 
members of our community and beyond. So, although at this 
very moment, it looks as if not much is happening (see the 
photograph), be assured that the well-tended community 
garden will flourish. And you are invited to be a part of the 
reality of growing a beautiful garden that will bless you, as 
well as others. You are invited to share in the joys of working 
with others, turning soil, planting seeds, watering pots and 
plots, cultivating and harvesting, and eating and sharing the 
bounty of God’s amazing creation.

For information about how to get involved or to let us 
know you are interested in having (or sharing) a plot, be in 
touch with anyone on the leadership team: Meridith Riding-
ton (mridington@gmail.com), Bess Yates (bess.wellborn@
gmail.com), or Nina Whitnah (nina.whitnah@gmail.com).

The dormant garden

The garden in full bloom
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St. James School Virtual Celebration

“Ten Years of Faithful Partnership.” 
with Bishop Michael Curry  
March 16, 2021 @6:30pm

The Most Rev. Michael Curry, the Episcopal Church’s 
Presiding Bishop, will deliver a message about this partner-
ship and how and why it is helping to build the “Beloved 
Community” that God envisions for our world. 

St. James School is a tuition-free, private Episcopal middle 
school in North Philadelphia. They hope several from Good 
Samaritan will sign up to be a part of this free virtual meeting 
Tuesday, March 16 at 6:30pm. For more information please 
contact Good Sam’s advocate for St. James, Cheryl Hutchinson 
(chutchinson823@gmail.com).

Ash Wednesday Services Feb 17
Individual Containers of Ashes will be available in the 

Atrium the weekend before Ash Wednesday.

Each container has enough ashes to impose a family of 
four. If you are worshiping from home via Zoom or YouTube, 
please stop by the church and pick up ashes for you and your 
family if you would like to. 

If you plan to attend in person at 7:30pm, you will receive 
the ashes during the service at the regular point (in their 
container), and then impose the ashes on yourself when you 
return to your seat.

Zoom @ 12:15pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89671943845?pwd=KzlTYWxR-
ZHBlNDR2L3N5d291YzA5QT09 
Meeting ID: 896 7194 3845
Passcode: 857135

In person and Live stream via You Tube @ 7:30pm 

Meet the Candidates for Vestry:  
February 21 @ 10:30am via Zoom

Slate of Nominees: Darren Clipston, Amy Crawford, in-
cumbent Reuben Garrett, Louise Barasa Makau,  

Leah Sioma. 

Diocesan Representative: Jeff Dean

The Annual Meeting:  
March 7 @ 4pm via Zoom
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