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Passing the Baton
One of the most tense races for me to watch in the Olympics is the 4x100 relay. It’s the fastest race human beings participate 

in. It’s because on each leg runners are already sprinting at the point when the baton is passed to them. Th e whole 400 meters 
are completed signifi cantly faster than the speed at which any one individual could run 100. It’s tense because the hand off  of 
 the baton is critical and not simple. A small slip in the execution leads to a couple of missteps in the running of the receiving 
runner and adds vital milliseconds to the race time.

We’ve been following the resurrection appearances of Jesus in John’s gospel, and then have been refl ecting on some of 
the teaching that Jesus gave the disciples in preparation for his death and resurrection. He prepares them for a critical baton 
passing. He won’t be with them anymore - from here on out the mission is on them.

Th at baton has been passed from those fi rst disciples to those they 
fi rst evangelized. It was passed from that early church down through 
many generations and is now being handed off  to us. We have the same 
responsibility to take hold fi rmly of what has been passed onto us and to 
continue to faithfully run the race.

As Jesus prepared those fi rst disciples for that fi rst crucial transition 
there are some themes that appear. Th e crucial theme is relationship. It’s 
the question to Peter: ‘do you love me’; it’s the command ‘love one an-
other’; it’s the mandate ‘abide in me’; it’s the sheep who ‘know his voice’. 
Th e counterpoint to the theme of abiding in Christ is the gift  of the Holy 
Spirit - who will make that possible and who will empower the disciples 
in their mission.

Sometimes people will draw a false dichotomy between Christian faith 
as believing the right things and Christian faith as doing the right things. 

Is the Christian the one who has the right beliefs, or the right life? Th e answer is neither. Th e devil has all the right doctrine 
and plenty of atheists live exemplary lives. Th e locus of Christian faith can be located in neither place.

Th e emphasis of John’s gospel as Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure is not on right faith or right action. It is on 
right relationship. With Christ and with one another. Th e root of the word righteousness is in right relatedness to God. Th at 
right-relatedness to God no doubt leads to right-relatedness to one another. And that no doubt is grounded in right thinking 
and right acting. But it doesn’t start there. It begins with knowing Christ and being known by him. It begins with the Spirit.

Th e risen Christ still longs to be known in the church. Our response to the gospel begins not with thinking the right things 
or with doing the right things, but with coming into relationship with Christ.

Richard Morgan
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“God is enough…
for those of us who aren’t enough”

Insight Summer Brunch 
with Micha Boyett

June 22, 2019
9am-11am  Ashton Hall North

$15 pp
“In repentance and rest is your salvation, 
in quietness and trust is your strength...”

- Isaiah 30:15
“� ere is enough time in each day for work and study 

and rest and play.” - Th e Rule of St. Benedict
Micha (pronounced “MY-cah”) Boyett is the author of 

“Found: A Story of Questions, Grace, and Everyday Prayer” 
and one of the hosts of Th e Lucky Few Podcast, a weekly pod-
cast celebrating the lives of people with Down syndrome. She 
writes about ancient Christian spiritual practices, disability, 
and the life of faith. 

Boyett holds an MFA in poetry from Syracuse University 
and has written for Th e Washington Post, Christianity To-
day, Patheos, and various other publications. She lives in San 
Francisco with her husband Chris Hohorst (who grew up at 
Good Samaritan!) and their three sons. 

Visit www.michaboyett.com

Register @ good-samaritan.org/summerbrunch

Confirmation    June 9, 2019
10:30am 

with Bp Gutierrez
One Service

Parish Lunch Follows

Men’s Ministry Pig Roast
6pm  Wednesday, June 19

Th e Rectory
RSVP to mensministry@good-samaritan.org

Get On Our Lawn
5:00-8:00pm June 29

Good Samaritan Lawn
Get on our Lawn is a summer concert series at Church of 

the Good Samaritan. Come out and enjoy food trucks, live 
music, and lawn games in a family-friendly environment. 
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What’s a great way to get to know people, get exercise, en-
joy being outdoors in creation, learn things you didn’t know, 
share what you do know, and experience the joy of watching 
plants of all sorts grow? Participating in a community garden! 

In the early part of this year Meridith Ridington, Bess 
Yates, Ben Capps, and I began having conversations about 
how to reimagine, reinvigorate, and restore the community 
garden plots on the south lawn of Good Samaritan. Fortu-
nately, the pooling of our interests, experience, and passion 
has resulted in a very good start for the Good Samaritan 
Community Garden. We worked together to articulate our 
mission and vision, as well as to clarify our goals. 

Thanks to help from Tad and plenty of labor of the gar-
deners, we have improved the soil in the plots, replenished 
the pathways with wood chips, and each of the plots is now 
burgeoning with the results of persistent weeding, planting 
seeds, and transplanting plants. 

We currently have a waitlist for the plots, but we welcome 
participation at workshops and social events. In fact, we’d 
love to have individuals or families join us for our Good Sam 
Potluck Garden Picnic on June 8, beginning at 5pm. For more 
information, contact Meridith Ridington (610-883-3499). 

Mission (today): What is our purpose?

• To grow food, knowledge, and relationships
• To bring glory to God and blessing to ourselves and others
• Vision (future): What is the dream?
• We want to foster a community that is committed to 

caring for our corner of the creation by
• Pursuing wholesome gardening practices 
• Providing opportunities for experiential learning through 

hands-on activities, informal classroom situations, and 
one-on-one mentoring

• Promoting sustainability in both land and leadership
• Sponsoring cooking instruction and shared-meal events
• Sharing from the bounty that comes from a well-tended 

garden, including offering hospitality to many
• Enriching the concept of stewardship as a whole-life 

endeavor in response to a loving God’s provision to us
• Cultivating joy in a context of beauty and providing a 

place of peace and safety
• Partnering with neighboring organizations and busi-

nesses
Core Values: What are the filters through which we assess 
goals and actions?

• Education: offering workshops on such topics as nu-
trition, cooking, and composting to groups as diverse 
as preschool students and their families, high school 
students, Food Closet guests, and other Good Sam 
congregants

• Sustainability: observing team-oriented practices in 
leadership as well as using organic and sustainable 
practices that reflect long-term care for land 

• Stewardship: promoting respect for resources of knowl-
edge, experience, and finances

• Hospitality: providing a place for sharing and connect-
ing with others as well as reflecting on God’s creation

Good Samaritan Community Garden Update
by Nina Whitnah
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VBS 2019

Come join us!

Church of the Good Samaritan
June 24-27, 2019
9:00am-12:00pm

Pre-K (4 years old by September 1, 2019)
through rising Grade 5 (September 2019)
Register online today at good-samaritan.org/VBS

Registration 
$35 per child

At Roar, kids discover that God is good even when life 
gets wild! 

Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, 
sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make and 
devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Wild Bible 
Adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them 
of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take 
home and play with all summer long. 

Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around 
them through something called God Sightings. 

Each day concludes with the Safari Celebration that gets 
everyone involved in living what they’ve learned.

Contact Tracy Defi na with questions. 
 Adult volunteers are still needed!

Summer Picnics
We are planning several mini-picnics instead of one large 

picnic on Saturday aft ernoons/evenings in July and August 
(exact dates & times TBD). Pick one; preferably closest to 
you (locations TBD) and make new connections within our 
church family.

Th e picnics will be intergenerational, regional, and draw 
from all four worship services. If you attended one (or more!) 
of last summer’s events, you’ll know why we’re planning to 
have the picnics again this year! If you didn’t attend a picnic, 
please watch the website and the Wednesday emails for dates 
and locations, and consider signing up to attend!

by Susan Starke, Parish Nurse

Walking the Mourner’s Path
Next Series Begins Late August!

by Susan Starke, Parish Nurse

Th is grief group is designed for those dealing with a loss 
from months or even years ago, to come into God’s loving 
presence, to process, heal and be loved. Our next series 
of classes will begin late August and run for 8 weeks until 
early October. Date and time are not yet fi nalized. If you 
or someone you know would be interested in participating, 
please do contact Susan: susan.starke@good-samaritan.org 
or 610-644-4040 x 207.
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How often we hear that care and protection of our children 
is important because our future depends on them becoming 
good citizens, mature adults who think soundly, ethical 
leaders, and strong believers. While this is certainly true, 
children and young people are forging the way right now in 
the present. Their energy, creativity, development and ability 
to dream inspire me, as they do those who listen, watch and 
take them seriously.

At a recent staff meeting it was pointed out that during 
these weeks of Easter celebration, two teens, a 23 year old, a 
ten year old, and an infant were baptized. This is good news! 
To witness these baptisms brings hope and encouragement 
to the whole Body of Christ. Personally, I was touched when 
Grace said her vows to belong to Christ, to follow Him as 
Lord and Savior, to renounce the evil ways of the world, and 
to be an active part of the church community. 

In our 2019 society, young people (adults too) focus on 
so many things other than the ways of God and the way of 
Christ as the light and center of life. So, to know that our 
young people are being instructed in the ways of Christ and 
making decisions for Christ is worthy of joyful celebration.

What is happening with our children at Good Sam?

Besides Sunday classes and youth group where there is 
teaching, discussion and connections with peers, young adults 
are engaging at retreats and conferences about important 
matters affecting them in an atmosphere of love and openness.

During Holy Week, the Good Sam Dance troupe stirred 
hearts with movement to beautiful choral music to bring the 
reality of Christ’s dying at Calvary for the sin and salvation 
of the world.

Vacation Bible School for 130 children is coming soon. 
Two thirds of the 70 volunteers needed are youth (not too 
late for adults to join them). The theme, Roar, will help them 
to discover that God is for them even when life gets wild, so 
appropriate for the challenges our children face in school 
every day. 

Jesus pointedly tells us to bring our little ones, all of our 
children into His Kingdom (Mark10:14). We are to raise 
them in faith so they have the opportunity and privilege of 
knowing the love of Christ, and to live in God’s family with 
the spiritual values to make thoughtful choices.

What will come to pass in their future begins today. How 
we listen and engage them encourages and builds confidence 
to develop their gifts. With confidence in God’s love their 
individual dreams can be fostered to realize their place in the 
world, a world that Christ desires to serve and save.

Children of Light: and so they are.
by Marcia Wilkinson
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Graduating Student 
Refl ects on His Time 

at 
Good Sam

Jon Galdames-Henry, a recent 
Eastern graduate and student leader 
at Good Sam wrote the following in 
a blog refl ecting on his time at Good 
Sam — Kylie Garrety suggested that 
it  would be great to include it in the 
Samaritan!

“To Good Sam, thank you so 
much for being there for me. I am not 
sure any other churches exist like you 
and I am so glad to have landed here. 

Your open arms and warm embrace have comforted me in 
times where I wanted to be anywhere but church. 

To Ben Capps, I am amazed you haven’t unfriended me 
yet you are the coolest priest/dad/beer maker/chicken owner/
fi xie rider I know. Th e ways in which you have mentored me 
and allowed me to come into your life have meant so much 
to me. You have motivated me to be a better theologian and 
(future) husband through your words and actions. I strive 
to one day to have the same caring and loving nature you 
have towards all people. I want you to know that I will miss 
you but I will certainly be coming back to your house on a 
random day, thank you. 

Kylie Garrety, it really feels like you did undergrad right by 
my side because of how invested you became in my life, and 
I cannot thank you enough for that. You motivated, encour-
aged, and assisted me through everything I did and I don’t 
think I could have done it without you. I always felt loved and 
known whenever you were around, I am sad we will be even 
further away from each other now that we are both moving, 
but I know that if I text or call you I will be right there and 
ready to be a friend, thank you.”

Vestry Corner 
b y Chris Micklewright

In lieu of a regular meeting, the Vestry gathered with 
the church Staff  for a half-day retreat on Saturday, May 18. 
Over the course of the retreat, we conducted a review of the 
previous programmatic year (summer 2018 - spring 2019), 
considering the following aspects of the life of the Church of 
the Good Samaritan:

• Family, Youth, and College Ministry
• Worship and Pastoral Care
• Small Groups and Other Networks
• Missions and Outreach
• Facilities, Administration, and HR

In each category, Staff  and Vestry identifi ed things that 
should be celebrated from the past year, as well as challenges 
or opportunities for the coming year. In doing so, the Vestry 
was able to get a comprehensive overview of the state of the 
church and to provide the Staff  with encouragement and 
oversight. Th e Staff  and Vestry also considered how each as-
pect of the life of the church contributes to our current vision 
campaign (with the retreat itself contributing to the goal of 
improving our leadership culture). Based on the work done 
at the retreat, the Staff  will be preparing priorities for the 
coming programmatic year, and the Vestry looks forward to 
reviewing these priorities at the June Vestry meeting.

June Concerts @ Good Sam
Sunday, June 2 at 3:00pm, come hear a program titled, 

“Heavenly Pleasures, Earthly Delights.” Soprano, Bethann 
Dilione, mezzo-soprano, Joy Schauer and pianist, Gary Gress 
perform works of Bach and Handel. Th ese arias, from the 
height of the Baroque era, are characterized by soaring lines, 
rich textures and beautiful ornamentation.  

On Saturday, June 8 at 7:00pm, we have a program titled 
“Dueling Basses.” (Th ere will be no weapons involved.) Bass-
es Matthew Fleisher and Richard Zuch along with pianist, 
Stephen Campitelli will present a program both diverse and 
interesting. Matthew will perform a work written for him by 
a young composer that features texts that include Psalms as 
well as other writings that look at the world from a Jewish 
perspective.

Rick will be singing excerpts from Les Miserables. Th e 
concert will end with the duet “Anything You Can Do” from 
Annie Get Your Gun.  Both programs are free but will off er the 
opportunity to support the Good Samaritan Music Ministry 
with a free-will off ering.



June 2019 Events Calendar
June 1
Dance Academy Spring Concert

June 2
Concert with Joy Schauer & Bethann Dilione

June 5
Retired & Refired

June 8
Concert with Fleisher & Zuch

June 9
Confirmation One Service @ 10:30am

June 9
Vox Amadeus Concert

June 12
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

June 15
Mental Health Family Support Group

June 15
Caregivers Support Group

June 19
Men’s Ministry Pig Roast

June 22
Insight Summer Brunch with Micha Boyett

June 23
Youth Group Pool Party

June 24-27
VBS Roar

June 29
Get On Our Lawn Summer Event Series

Confirmation June 9 @ 10:30am  
One Service  

Lunch together follows the service


