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Thanksgiving
by Marcia Wilkinson

So neither the one who plants, nor the one who waters is at the center of this process; only God gives the growth….  
What makes planting and watering worth doing is the God we are serving (paraphrase) 1Corinthians 3:7.

Autumn, said the poet Keats, is the season of “mists and mellow fruitfulness.”

How true. We who live in the stunning area of Chester County are experiencing cooler refreshing days, the smell of hay gathered, 
and the apples picked and ready for apple pies.

Harvest time is not only for farmers that bring in the bounty and folks who utilize the lush and plentiful fruits of the field. Harvest 
time for the Church is a season to rejoice in the gifts God has given. It is also the time for spiritual reflection on being prepared for 
winter, how we spend our days, where we place our priorities in use of all God has given.

The day of Thanksgiving celebration is right around the bend. And, as many come together with family and friends to tables laden 
with goodies of all sorts, share stories and remember together, thanks is offered for the blessings received.

For me, a great blessing is God’s Church. One word captures the fullness of how we relate, what depth of meaning it holds for us 
as we gather together, worship, have fellowship and serve our gracious Lord: Community is people working side by side, co-operating 
for a common purpose. 

• Community is gathering in prayer, in worship as people who depend on the Lord.

• Community is sharing fellowship around the table with friends and strangers.

• Community is living side by side with diverse people and interacting in harmony.

• Community is practicing faith at home and far beyond to fulfill Jesus’ gospel call.

Community life does flourish at Good Sam. We welcome newcomers, all ages and engage one another. We are varied in our persons, 
yet come in unity because we are seekers or belong to Christ. Our many gifts and skills serve one another. Every person at Good Sam 
is needed to deepen the road we walk on the pilgrim’s way. 

What a blessing it is to be part of God’s Church, God’s family, and to build the Kingdom for God’s glory. On November 28, 9AM, 
Good Sam will celebrate Thanksgiving Day in the Chapel. Come and join in. Bring a friend, a neighbor or two and share in 
the great blessing of God’s loving presence in community.

Come to God’s own temple come, raise the song of harvest home 
(Hymn 290)
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Marriage Evening  
Relationship Refresh: Created for Connection

Saturday, November 2, 4-7pm,  
Walton Hall 

An evening of conversation with 
Cheryl Sparks, PhD Marriage and Family Therapy 

and Good Sam Parishioner, exploring emotions 
and their powerful part in our relationships 

for deeper connections. 
Cost: $30 per couple covers childcare  

and pizza/salad dinner.  
Register online 

Please contact Tracy Defina  
(tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org)  

with any questions or concerns.

Good Sam Thanksgiving Service 
November 28, 2019 

9:00am in the Chapel 
Come worship and give thanks!

2019 Men’s Retreat
November 8-10

“What in the World  
Am I Doing?”

Led by 
Jeff Dill 

Whitney T. Kuniholm
Chris Hall

Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville, PA

5 meals: Saturday breakfast to Sunday lunch
Room (multiple occupancy options)

Good mix of program and recreational time  
(golf, hiking, evening cracker barrel, campfire)

$100 deposit due October 13 
(make check payable to Good Samaritan,  

Men’s Retreat on memo line)
Register online at good-samaritan.org/events

We’d LOVE for you to join us! Opening Night! $15 a 
ticket, however it INCLUDES popcorn! Shoot me an email 
at jonathan.hobbs@good-samaritan.org! 

Feel free to share with with anyone that might be inter-
ested! 

(Please note the event is at the Regal in Oaks not in King 
of Prussia.)
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Notes from the October Vestry Meeting
The second quarterly meeting of the Vestry was held on 

Monday, October 14. We began with evening prayer in the 
chapel, led by Mac McCausland. 

Bill Hughes, our Financial Warden, presented the Sep-
tember Treasurer’s Report, noting that giving for the year is 
well below what was budgeted. While spending is also under 
budget, current projections show a year-end deficit. For the 
time being, staff has been instructed to be even more cautious 
about spending, and appeals will be made to the congregation 
to fulfill pledged giving. The Vestry also approved the 2018 
external audit of our financial statements, which was clean, 
and expressed gratitude to Dwight Wilson and Betsy Wolford 
for their excellent work. 

As with all quarterly meetings, the Vestry next reviewed 
reports from Fr. Richard, Fr. John, and Fr. Ben on the state 
of the church and the various ministry areas. At Fr. Rich-
ard’s suggestion, the Vestry agreed to explore options for 
digital marketing as part of our outreach efforts. Vestry also 
discussed the future of the Christmas tree sale, which is 
currently in a state of transition as new leadership is sought, 
(*New leadership! See p. 7) and it was noted that there may 
not be a women’s retreat this coming year due to transition 
in leadership within women’s ministry. 

In the final minutes of the meeting, Dwight Wilson pre-
sented to the Vestry a draft of the new Personnel Policies 
and Procedures document that has been under development 
for the past year, and which the Vestry will discuss at the 
November meeting. Fr. Richard also presented a draft of a 
document outlining the annual cycle of Vestry meetings and 
responsibilities. In connection with this document, it was 
noted that the November meeting will entail a discussion of 
policy regarding guests at Vestry meetings. Finally, the Vestry 
received a brief report from the Nominating Committee, and 
we discussed the upcoming Stewardship campaign. As part 
of that campaign, there will be a reception held at 5pm on 
November 16 to celebrate the renovation of the Chapel and 
to express appreciation for all those who contribute to the 
life of our church. 

Respectfully submitted, Chris Micklewright

Dinner and a Question

November 8
6:30-8:30pm
Ashton Hall

Speaker: Andy Crouch 
“What is Technology Doing to Us?”

Andy Crouch is partner for theology and culture at Praxis, 
an organization that works as a creative engine for redemptive 
entrepreneurship. 

Andy is the author of The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday 
Steps for Putting Technology in Its Proper Place (2017), Strong 
and Weak: Embracing a Life of Love, Risk and True Flourish-
ing (2016), Playing God: Redeeming the Gift of Power (2013) 
and Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling (2008). 

Andy was Executive Editor of Christianity Today from 
2012 to 2016 and served the John Templeton Foundation as 
Senior Strategist for Communication in 2017. He serves on 
the governing boards of Fuller Theological Seminary and the 
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities. 

His work and writing have been featured in the New 
York Times, the Wall Street Journal and Time—and, most 
importantly, he received a shout-out in Lecrae’s 2014 single 
“Non-Fiction.” He lives with his family in Swarthmore, PA. 

Credit: Praxis website

Register at good-samaritan.org/events
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Several weeks ago, five Good Sam parishioners (Lucia 
Englander, Dina Gibson, Fred Barasa, Kevin Hicks, and I) 
had the privilege of attending the New Wineskins Missions 
Conference in Ridgecrest, North Carolina. This conference 
is held every three years and is attending by more than 1,000 
Anglicans & Episcopalians from all over the world.

I have heard many wonderful accounts of these confer-
ences over the past 25 years but this was the first time I was 
able to attend. The combination of worship, prayer, fellowship, 
hearing testimonies of how God is working all around the 
world and learning about new opportunities for sharing the 
Gospel made this conference a highlight. Kevin Hicks and 
Dina Gibson have shared some of their reflections below; I 
would only add that I was particularly impressed by the large 
number of 20s & 30s present who are passionately committed 
to the global spread of the Gospel; it was very encouraging to 
see their enthusiasm and dedication.

Please feel free to contact any of us who went if you would 
like to find out more. 

Some notes from Kevin Hicks: 

We had the opportunity to talk with several of the mis-
sionaries our church has supported over the years: The Rev. 
Tammy Firestone, Bishop Raphael Samuel and his wife Mi-
chelle, Frank Bernardi; Steve and Nancy Brown.

Most of the financial and human resources being spent on 
the mission fields are being directed to those areas where the 
Gospel already has been preached. There are over a billion 
people who have never heard the Gospel. Many of those places 
are dangerous for missionaries to work; we need to support 
those willing to go.

Persecution of Christians is going on at perhaps the 
highest level in history; few are talking about it and trying to 
encourage and rescue our brothers and sisters, even though 
Scripture says that is one of our main responsibilities as 
disciples. 

More Muslims are converting to Christianity now than at 
any other time in history. Many are coming to faith through 
visions and dreams of Christ appearing to them.

Some notes from Dina Gibson:

New Wine Skins was an amazing experience! It was my 
first time attending, it was informational regarding missions 
and the Anglican Church, as well as a great place to meet 
people from all over the world. On the last morning I sat down 
to breakfast at an empty table to be joined by two African 
Bishops, a Bishop from Sri Lanka, a priest from the Congo, 
and one from Spain who gave me the short history of the 
Episcopal church in Spain, which was fascinating! 

I went to a pre-conference meeting that addressed evange-
lism to different generations: the sociological differences and 
what that means in terms of how to reach them with God’s 
love. There were also talks where you were able to choose 
from different speakers on various mission topics, where the 
groups were small enough that you could ask questions and 
have informal conversations. 

An example of a talk I went to: Who is my Neighbor? 
Loving Immigrants in Your Neighborhood Through Legal 
Aid. Many of these missionaries could not be recorded or 
pictures taken because they operate in countries where they 
could be arrested or killed if their Christian intentions were 
known. It was exciting to hear of their adventures and their 
impact for God’s Kingdom! Such brave people risking their 
lives and families following God. 

Report from New Wineskins
by John Whitnah, Kevin Hicks and Dina Gibson
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What is Hospitality?
by Marcia Wilkinson

There are lots of ways to define hospitality; an art, the act 
of being with people and making people feel comfortable…

If you’d like a Better Homes and Gardens magazine descrip-
tion, you might think the practice of hospitality includes the 
picture perfect, chef prepared food on tables, complete with 
fancy china and lovely tablecloths. That’s all grand to be sure. 
Nice but not necessary.

Scripture takes us right to the heart of hospitality. Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans (12:13) says: “Contribute to the needs 
of the saints, practice hospitality.” In the First Letter of Peter 
(4:8-10) we are told “Above all hold unfailing love for one 
another… practice hospitality ungrudgingly to one another.” 

Sounds gracious, like servant ministry, or the using of gifts. 
That’s what we are about in the life of the church. Some people 
have a knack for organization, or have the art of conversation 
with both friends and strangers. Still others enjoy cooking, 
or assisting in the kitchen. Many are willing and are open to 
do whatever is needed.

There are numerous opportunities for servant ministry at 
Good Sam. To name a few: Food Closet, Sunday Lunches 
(part of a team), Dinner and a Question (with speakers), 
Receptions for special occasions- funerals, Appreciation and  
Confirmation receptions - the list goes on. However, we are 
experiencing an ever expanding opportunity for volunteers.

The Church of the Good Samaritan needs everyone, long 
time members and newcomers - all ages of men and women to 
make the Church live and be well in welcoming the stranger, 
as well as our members. Please consider joining up.

I believe that together we will enjoy fellowship, meet 
new friends, and, learn from one another. A meeting will be 
scheduled to talk over ideas, and to look ahead to who, what, 
where, and how we offer hospitality. If you have questions 
please contact Marcia Wilkinson (610-644-4040 x216) or 
Jeanne Lomanno (jeanne.lomanno@good-samaritan.org, 
610-644-4040 x214).

Churchyard Transition
In October, John Heidengren retired from 38 years of 

Churchyard Ministry. Jeanne Lomanno, Tad Turski and 
Connor Geisel are transitioning into ministry leadership.

On a beautiful fall day, the Staff and Clergy gathered 
to present John with this bench, which will remain in the 
churchyard as a remembrance of John and Marge’s ministry 
at Good Samaritan. 
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What’s the cost of a load of laundry? It’s a question many 
of us don’t think about - we simply haul a basket of clothes 
down to our basement, push a button, and then we continue 
on with our day. 

“It costs me nearly $90 a month to do laundry for my 
family” said a tearful Mom I met a few months ago at a laun-
dromat in Coatesville. “That’s as much as I spend on groceries 
in a month. I often have to choose between groceries or clean 
clothes and, of course, I am going to choose food.” For many 
families, a load of laundry is an exercise in spending time, 
money, and resources that are scarce. 

This has wide-reaching implications - I know students in 
Coatesville who have been ashamed to go to school because 
their clothes aren’t clean. I know families that have been 
plagued with lice and can’t afford to keep doing laundry to get 
rid of it.  Many adults struggle to find and hold jobs because of 
the hygiene issues that this can cause.  After my conversation 
with this one woman, I asked around - and I was shocked to 
find out how many families this issue hits. A few teachers I 
spoke to told me that they have quietly been doing laundry 
for many students using the industrial machines at the school.

Laundry Love
by Amy Crawford

This inspired me to search for a way to bear some of 
the burden in Coatesville - and I found out that there is a 
simple way to do this. Throughout our diocese, churches 
have partnered with “Laundry Love.” Laundry Love is an 
Episcopal-based ministry that empowers a church to “adopt” 
a laundromat once a year, for a few hours, to provide free 
laundry services, as well as offering fellowship and prayer for 
those who show up at the laundromat. Serving others through 
Laundry Love carries the opportunity to bring Christ directly 
into the heart of a community, where people labor and linger.

If just twelve churches in an area adopt a laundromat, it 
means that every month there is free laundry being offered 
within the community. This is a small, inexpensive project 
that allows you to get hands-on within a neighborhood that 
needs it - costing anywhere from $300-$600, and a few hours 
to spend time and share Christ’s love with families and in-
dividuals, making it an ideal project for a life group or small 
group of folks to get together and experience.

As well as groups willing to adopt a laundromat, we need 
supplies - laundry detergent pods, laundry sheets, and quar-
ters for “laundry care kits” that we like to send home with 
families, as well as with students in the schools who may have 
the time but not the resources. I’ve gotten every laundromat 
in Coatesville excited and on-board to host this project, as 
well as partnering with Chester County Food Bank to help 
identify families that are in need, and a number of churches as 
well - and I hope that there are some at Good Samaritan who 
would like to partner with us as we provide this much-needed 
service. Please reach out to me to hear more or learn how 
to participate! You can contact me at amy.elizc@gmail.com,   
908-670-3250.



The Samaritan

-7-

Apprise Medical Counselors  
at Good Samaritan

The Chester County Department of Aging and APPRISE 
health insurance counselors will provide free, confidential 
assistance to Medicare beneficiaries during the Annual Open 
Enrollment Period, October 15, 2019 to December 7, 2019.

You can join, switch or disenroll from a Part D Prescription 
Drug Plan, a Medicare Advantage Plan, or switch to Original 
Medicare with or without a Medicare Part D Plan. 

If you need help with your Medicare costs, the counselors 
will evaluate your eligibility for assistance programs.

For information, visit http://www.chesco.org/477/Apprise 
Health-Insurance-Counseling or email apprisechesco@
outlook.com

Not a Chester County resident? Call 1-800-783-7067 to 
connect to your County’s APPRISE.

Call Apprise at 610-344-6035 to schedule an individual 
appointment here at Good Samaritan.

Photos from Middle School Breakaway

Good Sam’s 
Christmas Tree Holiday Hoopla

The trees arrive December 1! Come help unload them 
after the combined service on Pledge Sunday.

The Holiday Hoopla will feature live music as well as other 
fun activities! 

SALE DATES

December 7, 3pm-7pm
December 8, 12pm-3pm

&
December 14, 3pm-7pm

December 15, 12pm-3pm
We’ll be looking for volunteers to sell trees,  

contact Ben Capps (ben.capps@good-samaritan.org)



November 2019 Events Calendar
November 2
Marriage Evening

November 3
Daylight Saving Time ends

November 6
Retired & Refired

November 8
Dinner and a Question with Andy Crouch

November 8-10
Men’s Retreat

November 8-9
High School Over Nighter

November 13
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

November 16
Caring for Caregivers

November 16
Appreciation Reception

November 20
Retired & Refired

November 23
Prayer Minister Training

November 23
Family Mental Health Support Group

November 28
Thanksgiving Service

December 1 Pledge Sunday
Combined Service @10:30am


