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Once a year we run a newcomer’s class - ‘Belonging to the Church’. In it we cover our Episcopal Church history, our litur-
gy, our views on baptism and communion - that kind of thing. At the end of the series I lay out five practices that are keys to 
belonging to the church.

As we continue to live into ‘Invite, Welcome, Connect’ as priorities for our church’s life these five keys seem increasingly 
important to me as a path to facilitating greater connection within our church family. They’re not new or vaguely radical, but 
they are critical.

The keys to belonging to the church are as follows:

• Worship
• Have a Devotional Life
• Give
• Join a Small Group
• Serve

Joining together regularly on Sunday to worship is critical to being a part of the church family. We worship principally 
to give God praise and worship and to orient ourselves towards him. However, we also worship together - and our shared 
worship is critical in defining us as a church family together. I strongly encourage people to build a regular Sunday pattern in 
their lives of turning up and joining in our corporate worship.

Corporate worship is the visible part of life in Christ. It’s the part of the iceberg that sits above the water. The most substantial 
part of our spiritual lives is unseen. A personal devotional life, where we choose to pray and read the scriptures day by day is 
critical to forming us as disciples of Christ and to orienting each day with Christ at the center of it.

When we financially give to support our common life as a church we learn to live into a lifestyle of generosity. More than 
that, it cements in our brains the fact that this is ‘my’ church - I am part of making it happen. Where our treasure is, there 
our heart is also.

We’re not called to follow Jesus as individuals but in community. There are ways of encouraging one another in faith other 
than through small groups, but small groups remain the most effective way that we have of connecting people in deep relation-
ships. If a prayer triplet, or some other set of relationship is working for you then fine. Otherwise do think about connecting 
to others within our small group program - either as part of a single gender group or in a mixed group.

When we take a practical role in making Good Sam happen, it transforms us just as much as the ministries we serve in 
help to transform others. We really are the church when we serve alongside one another. Whether in Sunday ministries like 
teaching Sunday School, welcoming and greeting, serving midweek in the Food Closet, or taking advantage of getting involved 
in less regular activities like the Christmas Tree Sale; there are plenty of opportunities to get involved.

None of these ‘keys’ are obligations that ‘must’ be attended to. Rather, they describe the practices of those who feel fully 
engaged in the life of Good Samaritan. As we consider becoming increasingly better at being Connected, and at helping to 
Connect one another - these keys describe what a well-connected member of the church looks like.

Richard Morgan
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2019 Men’s Retreat
November 8-10

“What in the World  
Am I Doing?”

Led by 
Jeff Dill 

Whitney T. Kuniholm
Chris Hall

Black Rock Retreat
1345 Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville, PA

5 meals: Saturday breakfast to Sunday lunch
Room (multiple occupancy options)

Good mix of program and recreational time  
(golf, hiking, evening cracker barrel, campfire)

$100 deposit due October 13 
(make check payable to Good Samaritan,  

Men’s Retreat on memo line)
Register online at good-samaritan.org/events

Man Up Dinner
Wednesday, October 16,  6-8pm

Walton Hall
Speaker: Jeff Dill

Topic: “Vocation and Gratitude”
RSVP to mensministry@good-samaritan.org

Parenting Evening  
It’s a Busy Life:  

ReCONNECTing the Dots To Family

On Saturday, October 5, 4-7pm, join us for a conversation 
with Amy Lynch, PhD Occupational Therapy and former Day 
School Mom, reframing parenting approaches to kids and 
family life for reconnecting. 

Cost: $30 covers childcare and pizza/salad dinner. 
Register online here by September 27
Contact Tracy Defina with questions: 
(tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org) 

HELPS Ministry
HELPS Counselors – Rose Dodd and Angela Linden

Good Samaritan’S HELPS Ministry provides funding 
for practical, short-term relief to our neighbors who need a 
one-time assistance to pay rent, a utility bill, prescriptions, 
car repair, or other immediate needs. The ministry focuses 
on temporary problems and giving our neighbors a helping 
hand during a difficult time.

HELPS Assistance is not always financial – We are not 
always able to assist someone financially, but, we do talk with 
the clients and can give them resources to contact. At times, 
we are “listeners” for someone who just needs to be heard. 

Recently, a woman called asking for assistance with a 
PECO bill. The HELPS counselor was not able to assist her, 
but suggested she contact PECO. Later, the woman called to 
tell us PECO was able to help her. She just wanted to thank 
us for the “help”.

I wanted to send you a sincere thank you from the bottom 
of my heart! . . . My children and I cannot thank you enough 
for your generosity and prayers. … You took a lot of stress off 
me being a single Mom due to their Father passing away… 
Your incredible acts of kindness, words of encouragement and 
the wonderful help you did for me and the kids will never be 
forgotten. Thank you.

• HELPS Ministry is funded by outside donations from 
Trust Funds, Good Sam parishioners and the annual Christ-
mas Tree sale. 

• If you are using the Give to Good Sam envelope found 
in your leaflet, please designate your gift to HELPS Fund. 
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Placemaker Morning Tea 
with Christie Purifoy

Saturday, October 26
Walton Hall, $15

9:30-11:30am
Please join us for a beautiful and peaceful morning where 

we will enjoy hearing Christie Purifoy, author of “Placemaker: 
Cultivating Places of Comfort, Beauty and Peace.” Christie 
will speak to us about the Holy Pursuit of collaborating with 
our Creator to create places where comfort and peace can 
take root in our chaotic world.

How can you share in this morning as a Placemaker?

• Partner with a friend to host and set a table with your 
own or grandmother’s china where attendees will join 
you. Host responsibilities include bringing place settings 
for 8, tablecloth and napkins and setting up Friday with 
co-host. Co-host follows host’s lead, helps create center-
piece, brings coffee/tea and goodies to table from kitchen 
during event.

• Bake and bring a favorite treat for ten, to share.
• Offer to be a part of the clean-up team!*
Contact Annette Toebe (agerbaek6@hotmail) with questions 
or to volunteer.

REGISTER

Registration closes October 20!

Christmas Tree Sale  
Leadership Needed

An organizer for the Good Sam Christmas Tree Sale 
is needed. The sale raises thousands of dollars for HELPS 
ministry, which gives emergency rent and utility assistance 
to people in our community. Please contact Jane Balsan if 
you are interested. Andy and Jane will walk through the 
process with you. 

jujaneku@yahoo.com / 410-268-0551

Our Preschoolers refer to Ben as “Chapel Ben”  
instead of Chaplain Ben. 
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Vestry Corner
by Ian MacDonald

The September vestry meeting was held at the Rectory; 
Richard had invited us for a pot luck dinner. We enjoyed a 
wonderful meal in comfortable surroundings with plenty of 
time  to chat and get to know one another better. I took the 
opportunity to find out more about the Treasurer’s Monthly 
Report and learn some details about the superb work that 
has been done to renovate the Chapel. Others were happily 
engaged in their own informal conversations and there was 
plenty of laughter.

Then we all sat down in a circle and Richard led us in a 
devotional based on the first five verses of Galatians chapter 
6. His emphasis was on the apparently contradictory state-
ments, “Carry each other’s burdens,” and “each one should 
carry his own load.” He encouraged us to consider how we 
can do this individually and for one another. We each had the 
time to share how we had been helped by others, who had 
carried our burdens, and how we were able to do the same 
for others. Often the experiences were of the most mundane 
kind when someone had helped us carry a heavy emotional 
load, but the impact was great. Throughout the discussion we 
could see that the Lord had been at work in each experience. 
It was a moving time.

Also, we discussed what it meant to carry our own load, 
when appropriate. Jesus’ words came to mind, “Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.”(Matthew 11:29-30).

We acknowledged that we all had strengths and weakness-
es and especially needed others to share our burdens in areas 
where we were weak. It was wisely pointed out that one way 
we can all share another’s load is by praying for one another.

The Vestry came away from the evening a little closer and 
determined to put into practice the lessons learned. 

From the August Get On Our Lawn Event

Water Mission making dirty water clean again

Folks enjoying music by Kyle Swartzwelder

Delicious food truck dinner!
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2019 Chapel Restoration Project

Then Now
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Ninos con Valor
Tyson Malo of Ninos con Valor will be at Good Samari-

tan for a potluck dinner on Saturday evening, October 12 in 
Walton Hall. All are welcome! 

RSVP to kbhicks@comcast.net by October 3.

Tyson will also speak on Sunday, October 13 from 10:30-
11:30 in the Parish Office and will attend Sunday Lunch in 
the Atrium after the 11:00 services.

Please plan on attending one of these events to get an 
update on the children that Good Sam and Good Sam pa-
rishioners support at Ninos con Valor.

Parish Nurse’s Corner: To Your Health

A Two-Fer?
by Susan Starke, Parish Nurse

It’s that time of year….

The signs have been posted since mid-summer: Flu Vac-
cines are here!

I do encourage you to get your flu vaccine, as it is the best 
way to avoid the debilitating and sometimes deadly influenza. 
Maybe this year, if you are over 50, you might consider getting 
a “2 For” as the new shingles vaccine is out (Shingrix). You 
can get both injections at the same time. Shingrix is a new 
vaccine that is a vast improvement over the previous shingles 
vaccine. It is a two-part series, meaning you will need to return 
for the second injection in two months or so. This vaccine 
has been shown to be 90% or more effective in preventing 
shingles. Shingles is a terribly painful infection caused by 
the resurgence of the chicken pox virus (herpes zoster) that 
lies dormant in our system, waiting to re-emerge when our 
immune system is challenged. People of all ages have gotten 
shingles (I see a number of college age people at Bryn Mawr 
College with it) but seems to hit older adults the most. That is 
why the vaccine is strongly recommended for those over 50.

For a while Shingrix was in short supply, but it is now more 
readily available at providers and pharmacies (even the Paoli 
Acme – that’s where I got mine!).

Both of these vaccines are usually covered by health in-
surance.

Frequently Asked Questions:

If I have had shingles, do I need to get Shingrix?

Yes, you can get shingles more than once – and you defi-
nitely don’t want that!

If I got the other shingles vaccine (Zostavax) should I get 
the new one?

Yes, Shingrix is a much more effective vaccine – it’s worth 
it to get better protection!

If I get Shingrix, do I have to avoid contact with children and 
pregnant women?

No, Shingrix is a recombinant adjuvant vaccine, not a live 
attenuated vaccine like Zostavax.

Please call or email me if you have other questions. 
Susan Starke, Parish Nurse, 610-644-4040 x207 

susan.starke@good-samaritan.org

WITH 

TYSON MALO, INT’L DIRECTOR

NIÑOS CON VALOR

POTLUCK DINNER*

SAT. OCT. 12, 6:30-9:30 

WALTON HALL 

RSVP KEVIN HICKS 

BY OCT. 3

KBHICKS@COMCAST.NET

*Please bring salad, side, or dessert

• hear latest news on Niños Con Valor 
• view video for sponsors and donors 
• learn about going on a Missions Trip

NEWS

additional opportunities

SUN. OCT. 13, 10:30-11:30 

ALSO, DURING ATRIUM LUNCH
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Sunday, September 8 - Youth Group Kick Off

6th graders Welcome to Youth Group Breakfast!

Ahoy mateys! 

6th Grade Welcome Breakfast
We had a great time on Saturday morning, September 14th 

grabbing breakfast at Nudy’s Cafe with our incoming class 
of 6th graders! Thanks to the amazing work of the Children 
and Family Ministries and the fantastic addition of the Club 
56 program a few years back, we have enjoyed a very healthy 
incoming 6th grade class for many years. (It’s always a great 
sign when you struggle to get everyone in the picture!!!)

This has been a wonderful beginning to the school year, 
we are excited to see what God is going to do in and through 
the lives of our teenagers this year!

Youth Group Kickoff
Good Samaritan Youth Ministries had our annual Fall 

Kickoff event on September 8th! The theme was “treasure 
hunters” and some of us dressed like pirates (to bring home 
the point). Ashton Hall was decorated with lights, coins, and 
a Jolly Roger!  

We had teenagers and their families join us for the fun, 
the games, the food, and even a lesson about how “We are all 
treasure hunters!” 

Huge “thank yous” are due to Juliet Cooke for preparing 
and serving a fantastic dinner that went along with our theme 
- including “food you can stab with a sword (toothpick)” and 
a pirate ship watermelon. The incredible decorations were 
thanks to the hard work of Jessica Wall and Juliette Ramey. 
Josh Hall came up with some original games for the students 
(as he always does!) and the other leaders did an incredible job 
of helping to setup, cleanup, and welcome all of the families 
as they arrived! 

This was one of the largest Kickoff events we’ve had in the 
last 20 years and it was a huge success!!

Stories of Good News
by Jeanne Lomanno

With so much bad news in the world, can we do better 
at reporting the good news of what is happening in our lives 
and ministries? 

For example: A Sunday school teacher lost her purse, 
we all know how awful that is! The staff looked everywhere, 
then we began to pray. Someone from family ministries all 
of a sudden thought of a place it might have been put. There 
is was! There was much rejoicing! Praise God! 

Does anyone else have a story to share? Let’s share the 
good news in our everyday lives. 



October 2019 Events Calendar
October 2
Retired & Refired

October 4-6
Middle School Breakaway Retreat

October 5
Parenting Evening

October 9
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

October 12
Ninos con Valor Pot Luck Dinner

October 13
Ninos Presentation

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

October 16
Retired & Refired
Man Up Dinner with Jeff Dill

October 19
Caring for Caregivers Group will NOT meet

October 26
Women’s Tea with Christie Purifoy
Family Mental Health Support Group
Philadelphia Project Silent Auction

October 30
PRAXIS


